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De Ee 


Having had a rest from writing Edit- - 


orials over the 
Suppose that it 
back into = print 


last three issues, I 
is about time to get 
again. But what to 


write about, that is the problem. 
Whether to be controversial or to be 
neutral. 


In the past six months I have managed 
to get a little modelling done a whole 
eight kits have been assembled from the 
pile I have put away over the years. I 
Nave also nearly finished a new N gauge 
exhibition layout 3050 x 1370 mm, with 
three independently controlled circuits - 
one point to point and two dog bones. 
This layout was threatened with the axe 
when it malfunctioned just before the 
last Victorian Branch Exhibition, causing 
me to withdraw it from the Exhibition 
and completely rewire it. 

It still has problems though - you 
wouldn't believe the amount of movement 
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in the rails. When the track (proprietry 
made) was laid last summer, all joints 
were done with about 4 mm or less gap. 
Come April when final ballasting was 
started, I found that there were gaps 
of 3 - 4 mm in some spots, yet the track 
is pinned down every 140 - 150 mm through 
cork base into a chipboard baseboard. % 

I have not had this problem before 
in HQ, 
track growing 


although have had the reverse - 
in extremely hot weather, 
necessitating opening up the joints be- 
tween modules to compensate. 

Perhaps I should have used that 
axe in March, and then I would not have 
this problem, 
well I didn't, 
anyone has had a similar experience? 

Rex Little 
Editor 


or perhaps it is just as 
and now have to ‘ask if 


RAL SCENE — 
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PROM SHE PRESIDENT — 


It would seem that some members 
of the AMRA have formed the opinion that 
the members of the Federal Committee 
of Management are experts in all facets 
of the hobby, judging by 
comments received, 
Federal Secretary. 

For instance, we are frequently 
told that the 'Guide to Model Railways' 
and 'AMRA Shows You How’ need to be up- 
dated - agreed - BUT, to date, not one 
member has come forward with an offer 
to do this, to assist, or even with a 


some of the 
particularly by the 


suggestion as to how it should be done! 
The members of the COM are, in the 
main, average modellers, who are prepared 
to volunteer their time to run the Federal 
end of the affairs of the Association, 
but they, like Branch Committees and 
any other committees, need the assistance 
of members who have particular expertise 
in the various facets of the hobby. 
Criticism is easy, but, to quote 
an old adage, ‘Actions speak louder than 
words', and I would like to hope that 
these words do not fall on deaf ears 


AMRA Journal No 156 


Page 164 


_. . 


and that the COM does not continue to 
only receive "Why don't cha" comments. 

Needless to say, we have our critics 
(who doesn't), and it will be very inter- 
esting to see if we receive a flood of 
nominations for the Federal Committee 
for the ensuing year! 

The Federal Registrar's Report at 
the end of July shows an overall drop 
in membership since the same time last 
year of 31, leaving a current membership 
total of 821, and, although it is pleasing 


to note that Western Australia showed 
an increase of 14 and Queensland of 6, 
it is disappointing that New South Wales 
lost 37 and Victoria 123; possibly due 
to current economic conditions. It 
is to be hoped that this trend can be 
reversed, and, here. again, it is stressed 
that members’ ACTIVE participation is 
necessary in order to make the Association 
attractive to prospective new members. 

| Keith J Wilcox 
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THE SECRETARY S DESK — 


CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS? Well, the 
FEDERAL REGISTRAR, DARYL MUSGROVE , 
37 AKUNA AVENUE, BRADBURY NSW 2560 is 


the person to advise if you wish to have 
continuity with publications. Remember, 
when you join this Association, it is 
the Federal body initially you join and 
they keep the records. If there is 
a State Branch, you automatically become 
a member of same, and the Federal Regis- 
trar sends monthly update sheets to the 
Branch Secretaries. 

{ repeat all this for the umpteenth 
time, as many of you, when changing ad- 
dress, advise everyone else, but the 
right person. 

I also hope that by the time you 
read this you will have sent in your 
renewal, voting papers, etc. We edbcu- 
lated that by giving you three things 
in one to do, there was more chance of 
a better and prompter return. Do not 
forget it will cost 30¢ after October 


to post. 
As mentioned in the last 'Desk', 
Journal will more than likely change 


in format to A4, side stapled, when new 
stocks of paper are required. This 
will enable us to at last produce Infor- 
mation Sheets and other sheets’ which 
members may wish to file in folders - 
three-ring more than likely as _ these 
are obtainable from Big wW and K-—Marts 
at a reasonable price. So next time 
you are in one of these stores, have 
a look - A4 size. We are not in a pos- 
ition to be able to supply one to existing 


members, but we have to consider sending 
one out with initial literature to new 
members once we get started. 

I know these have been talked about 
for some time, but in our circumstances 
we are not like a big company who can 
threw out heaps of stuff when they want 
to bring in new ideas, and, at present, 
it seems to be the same old crew who 
will have to do all the preparation; 

however, once the heading sheets have 
Deen sent out, we may get more co-oper- 
ation. 

I hope the President's note will 
strike oil. | 

I was asked why the expression on 
your face in the Information Stand at 
Brisbane. Well, watching some layouts 
in operation at times does fill me with 
dismay. To see the same train(s) going 
around and around endlessly, when it 
is obvious that so many other variations 
can be carried out, and the operators 
just sit down at the rear and yak. 
It does not present the hobby in a good 
image to the viewers, but, then again, 
one has to develop an exhibition complex 
and realise that the cash customers are 
there to see ‘action’, and not see oper- 
ators ‘doing their own thing’. A satis- 
fied customer is more likely to be a 
good ambassador with his friends and 
look forward to the next show. 

I do not think I am an odd man out, 
but I find reading State News of interest. 
I duplicate ‘Smoke Signals’, but that 
leaves three other States, and having 
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visited all Branches can more easily 
picture developments in the clubrooms. 
| It is to be hoped that members who 
have the opportunity to travel interstate 
do try and make contact with other members 
if possible - some advance warning does 
help. I had a fellow ring me from the 
airport once wanting to be shown around 
just when I was off to a family affair. 
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All that could be done at the time was 
to suggest places he could visit - Central 
Railway, Tech Museum, get a Rover ticket 
and ride around on the trains and ferries. 
One can get in a big mileage on a Rover 
ticket if planned; Bruce Norton and 
Arthur Robinson can verify this. 

Norm Read 


3E 36 36 5G IE AE HE IE FE IE SE FEE SESE FE 5G IE FE ESE FE HE SE ESE SEE SE SE FE IE HE FE HE SE IE HE HE HE HE HE 


NOTES FROM THE MANAGING EDITOR 


West Australian members, Ted Thoday 
and Paul Kehoe, have again found it neces- 
sary to write to me and point out, with 
reference to Journal 155, that - 

(from Mr Thoday ) 

é Journal was late - again 

F Production quality of my copy is 
poor - again 

(from Mr Kehoe) 


Quotes: 

a Journal was (again) late 

b The reprinted photographs were 
(again) appalling 

Cc Pages 120 to 122 inclusive and pages 


127? to 154 inclusive are about as 
inspiring as a yawn and this issue 
obviously cried out for some in- 
telligent copy 
Unquote 
As one who personally spent 40-50 
manhours, at least, in 
of Journal 155, 


the production 
which I would have pre- 
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ferred to spend at my modelling bench, 
I would like to point out once again 


that Journal is produced by volunteer 
amateurs - there are no 'professionals' 
or people with professional expertise 
involved. & 
Further, if it is considered that 


the late issue and poor quality of pro- 
duction and content is in any way due 
to mismangement, inefficiency or laziness 
on my part, I shall be delighted to re- 
linquish the position of Managing Editor 
and hand over to a more suitable candidate 
if one can be found. 7 
In case either Mr Thoday or Mr Kehoe 
Claim that they have been misquoted or 
quoted ‘out of context', I am prepared 
to publish both letters in full and let 
members draw their own conclusions. 
Gordon Duncan 
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Managing Editor 

AMRA. Journal 

Dear Gordon 

THE POP VALVE - JOURNAL NO 155 - 
N FYFE THORPE | 

While not wishing to take anything 
away from Mr Fyfe Thorpe, I cannot allow 
his letter to pass without comment, in 
particular the penultimate and final 
paragraphs, mor do I wish to defend Mr 
Thoday. However, the fact remains there 
are a considerable number of us British 
modellers who thirst for products that 
are often unavailable or overpriced in 
Australia. Please note I do shop at 
the majority of Melbourne suppliers from 
time to time, despite the cost in time 
and travel to reach them. 

Perhaps a recent example will help 
to illustrate the problems. The Mainline 
'93' diesel released earlier this year - I 
first saw at the AMRA exhibition at Cam- 
berwell in March, price, 
$51 - $54, which was more than I had 
at the time, but made my mind up to pur- 
chase. I did, direct by surface mail 
from a UK supplier, and the figures are 
as follows: 


Price cep gf 12.50 
less VAT £ 1.87 

F 10.63 
+ postage and packing x 2.00 
Total f£ 12.63 
at 0.5816 $21.72 
+ stamp to order UY es 
Grand Total $22.47 


These figures can also be produced 


as follows: 
RRP (as per June 1983 RM) & 18.40 
3.60 


+ PP and insurance 


wf 22.00 


from memory, — 


LP wave / FROM THE MAILBOX 


$37.83 


at 0.5816 
Bank draft fee 5.00 
Postage 0.75 
Grand Total $43.56 
+ Customs Duty (possible), say 
at most 15.00 
$58 .58 


I make the following comments: 

PRICE - £12.50 was the best available 
advertised in RM at time of my order. Il 
only subsequently found RRP when my June 
RM arrived (9/8/83). 

VAT - presently 15%. Some suppliers are 
prepared to deduct for export, despite 
the considerably costly handling and 
paper work, others insist on minimum 
order by value, i.e. ¥ 100, and I do 
not blame them. 

P&P - this is variable and dependent 
upon how quickly goods are required. 
With our hobby I have found waiting 2- 
3 months to be quite tolerable for most 
items - not all. So registered mail 
by either air, accelerated surface mail 


or surface mail can be chosen - I chose 


ordinary surface mail. 

INSURANCE - can be buyer's care or be 
added if not sent by registered mail. 
I take care of it myself. 

EXCHANGE RATE - in these examples for 
consistency I have used selling rate 
for 9/8/83, but the rate varies daily. 
POSTAGE - 75¢ stamp to write by air mail 
with enclosure to place my order. 

BANK CHARGES - exempt in my case as I 
work for a bank, but upwards to $5 for 
a draft and higher for telegraphic trans- 
fers and collections. 

CUSTOMS DUTY - a contentious point; 
sometimes it is cnarged and other times 
it is not. I have in the past argued 
with the authorities that goods not made 
in Australia should not be liable to 
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duty. In my example the model came 
through uncharged. 


So for my outlay of $22.50, I ob- 
tained my engine ordered 9/6/83 and arriv- 
ed 9/8/83. That is quite a saving - how 
do retailers justify their prices? 
Now that the subject is out in the open, 
let me hear more - can someone tell me 
if I could have obtained it 
If so, where please? 

I do support local dealers 
in need - my RM is a regular order and 
June copy cost me $2.25 (x 12 = $27 pa). 
To obtain direct from overseas would 
be #17 @ 0.5816 = $29.20 plus charges, 
although I would receive it within approx- 
imately 10 days, rather than 2-4 months 
as at present. It works both ways 
Mr Fyfe Thorpe. Perhaps we should be 


cheaper? 


when 


seeking a better solution to. satisfy 
both retailer and customer. Any sug- 
gestions? 
Yours faithfully 
D R Braybrooks 
Victoria 
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The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 


As an 0 gauger for 30 thirty years, 
but a member of AMRA for only two years, 
I wish to offer you my sympathy for all 
the, at times, savage criticism you have 
received recently. 

Unfortunately, 
honorary 


that is the lot of 
especially irksome 
in this day and age when paid workers 
seem to think it is their right to swing 
the lead until their employers go to 
the wall, then to demand punitive action 
for the heartless employers when they 
sack them. 

If you people were being paid, no 
doubt some union official would be demand- 
ing that Bob or someone else would Flay 
your boss in public. 

You should console yourself with 
the belief, shared by me and many others, 
that all of us who play with trains are 
a little deranged. 


workers, 


Some years ago I read one of 
Simenon's novels about Inspector Maigret, 
the famous fictional detective, in which 
the murderer was discovered when it was 
realised that he, in his employment as 
manager of the toy department of a large 
department store, took an _ inordinate 
pleasure in playing with the store's 
large display railway model. 


Now to add to your worries, can 
you include the enclosed advertisement 
in your CLASSIFIED ADS, which, for some 


obscure reason, do not appear to be very 
well patronised. 

Yours faithfully 

Allen W Higgins 

Queensland 


Kans ns an Sl a] AY YY YY YY 
7 sf 36 Sf 3E 36 3 36.36 3 st 3 36 + H 3 ray IN OF IT DV 7F 


Managing Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Gordon 

As the censorship rules appear to 
have been waived in Journal 155 in favour 
of a member, who is also in the ‘trade’, 
I ask that the 
to allow me to reply to the very serious 


rules be waived again 


accusation made, and to comment on a 
Factual which 
this 
course, to Mr 


number of inaccuracies 


issue. I refer, of 


letter 


appear in 
N Fyfe Thorpe's 
published on page 125. 

It may be useful to those members 
who have not seen the 1982 issues of 


the Model Railway Constructor magazine ~ 
to be made aware of the reasons for the \& 


letter I wrote. During 1982 there were 


a number of letters relating to ‘discount 


mail order’ retailing in which it was 
alleged that they do not carry stocks, 
Give service, etc. My letter, which 


is reprinted here in full, is, I think, 
self explanatory. The section enclosed 
in [ ] was deleted by the Editor prior 
to publication in the January 1983 issue 
of Model Railway Constructor. 


QUOTE: 

To the Editor 

Model Railway Constructor 
3 November 1982 
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Dear Sir 

Your original Editorial and the 
letter from M L Ridley in the May issue 
was read and noted, but did not, in my 
opinion, call for any comment from me. 

However, the correspondence evoked, 
and published in the August issue (which 
has just arrived here) does, if only 
to show another side of the story. 

Here, in Western Australia, -. the 
model railway trade consists of one large 
hobby shop, two smaller ones, a second 
hand dealer, and various chain stores 
and toy shops selling limited amounts 
of ready to run boxed Hornby, Mainline, 
Lima and Tyco items. 

The nearest specialist model railway 
hobby shops are in Melbourne, some 2100 
miles away across the other side of the 
Continent. Their mail/phone order ser- 
vice is quite good, providing they have 
what you require, and are prepared to 
pay their prices. 

I am President of the Western Aust- 
ralia Branch of the Australian Model 
Railway Association, and? also a member 
of the EM Gauge Society, and could be 
considered to be fairly well in touch 
with model railway matters here. I 
also receive a very good feedback from 
modellers here. 

One matter which is being actively 
discussed, and which I am researching 
with the intention of going into print, 
concerns the availability (or more pre- 
cisely, the non-availability) and pricing 
of model railway equipment here in Western 
Australia. 

The general opinion here is that 
British Brand name equipment is over- 
priced here. These three examples ill- 
ustrate the generality: 

‘ Kean Portescap motor gearbox - $65 
(say £ 36) 

: Hornby R352 ‘Western’ 
$84.90 (say + 48) 

° Mainline 37060 Rebuilt Royal Scot 
Loco - $70 (say £40) 

So, although most of us would prefer 
to deal with our loco retailer, it is 
just | not viable financially. So what 
4s the alternative. 


Diesel Loco - 
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We rely on the much maligned discount 
mail order house in UK, who, according 
to your correspondents, do not give ser- 
vice, don't stock lots of bits and pieces, 
don't give after-sales service, etc. 
Undoubtedly, this is true in some cases. 
It is most definitely NOT true in all 
cases, as a considerable ~ number of us 
here can vouch for. 


Two examples from dealings with 


- one company should serve to illustrate 


the point. 

Just after Zero 1 was released in 
UK, a friend of mine ordered one from 
Holt Model Railways. Shortly after 
it was received, a fault developed, a 
quick phone call to Holts to be told 
‘pack it up, send it back, we'll deal 
with it’, and they did - no hassle at 
all, fixed at no charge, and the return 
postage was also paid for. 

A few weeks ago I needed four sheets 
of Kemco transfers Nos GwW2, GWR Loco 
Lining. I went to our local hobby shop. 
Kemco transfers? Never heard of then, 
sure you've got the right name? He 


was assured that such a thing did exist. 


As I needed these transfers to complete 
a loco for an exhibition, I phoned Holt 
Model Railways on 25 August and asked 
for the four sheets to be sent out air- 


mail. They arrived on 30 August. 
[That is service. But just to add that 
special touch I've become accustomed 


to from this firm, the four sheets were 
removed from their individual wrappers 
and instruction sheets and put into one 
wrapper, with one set of instructions 
to cut down on weight and save additional 
postal charges. That is service par 
excellence. | 
What is my connection with Holts? 
A VERY satisfied customer of some nine 
years, that's all. 
[I would add that Holts’ current 
4 mm scale lists now run to some 65 close- 
ly typed A4 pages. They also have a 
retail shop, which I visited some four 
years ago, and they are also manufacturers 
of model railway accessories. | 
Yours sincerely 
B E Thoday 
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UNQUOTE 

The information given in this letter 
was accurate and factual, and, apart 
from some price movement, changes in 
the number of model railway outlets in 
Perth, and Holts’ current catalogue now 
being three volumes for 4 mm scale running 
to some 90 pages and, I'm told, including 
some 5000 items, remains so. 

As you will see, the allegation 
in paragraph 4 of Mr Fyfe Thorpe's letter 
is totally false and borders on the libel- 


lous. I made no reference to Fybren 
Models or any other Australian trader 
by name. I am shocked that you did 


not bother to check such a serious alle- 
gation prior to publication. 

I have stressed the point far too 
frequently; correspondents MUST be re- 
quired to be factual, and not be allowed 
to make these sweeping assumptions and 
allegations. 1 have referred previously 
to the uses of the Editor's 'blue pencil'. 

Perhaps Mr Fyfe Thorpe should have 
written and asked my why I don't read 
the items on the Club noticeboard, and 
why I do not avail myself of his estab- 
lishment he didn't - he fell into the 
old trap of making sweeping statements 


and assumptions without checking the 
FACTS first, and of using information 


selectively to give a false impression. 

I was, and am, aware of the supply 
of Fybren Models' lists to the WA Branch 
of the Association; IT am also aware 
that they, togethez with the lists of 
other traders, both Australian and non- 
Australian, are displayed on the Club 
noticeboard, and I DO study them. 

That is why Mr Fyfe Thorpe has not, 
and will not, receive an order of any 
description from me, ever, while his 
prices continue to be as high as they 
are, and while his supply situation con- 
tinues to be as poor as my previous en- 
quiries have shown, i.e. phone call. 

Me Do you stock .....? 


FM Yes. 
Me Price, please? 
FM  $XX.XX 


Me Supply situation, please? 
FM Sorry, sold the last one yesterday 


or the day before), expect them by 
the end of next week (or month). 

Not once has my requirement been 
immediately available. Why should I 
favour him with my business? I don't 
waste money phoning Fybren Models any 
more. Why should I? 

Mr Fyfe Thorpe neatly ignored a 
most important point from my letter to 
MRC - that of price. Why??? 

Currently, I can import, privately, 
a Kean Portescap for about $35-$36, having 
paid the UK retail price and all cheque, 
postage, duty and sales tax charges. 
If the trade price is RETAIL, less 30%, 
and the trade importer adds a 30% mark-up | 
(a reasonable figure), the units can 
be sold for about $33. A mark-up off 
150% brings the price close to the $65 
currently charged in Australia. 

The Hornby ‘Western’ loco can be 
imported for about $35 today (17/8/83), in 
Perth it is selling for SRP $79.50 - dis- 
count $65.95. 

The Mainline 'Royal Scot' can be 
imported for about $40. Locally $49.95, 
discounted. 

The Lima Class 50 can be imported 
for $30. Locally it is $40.85. 

A comparison between Fybren Models’ 
lists and those of UK retailers, both 
on the Club noticeboard and in the UK 
model press, show that, generally, Fybren 
Models' prices are at least double the 
UK prices. 

Since the publication of Journal- 
155, a number of members who model the\_ 
American prototype have informed me that, 
generally, the situation is similar with 
American models, i.e. you pay twice as 
much locally for an item, than you would 
if you imported it direct from the USA. 

I model the Great Western Railway 
in 4 mm scale to EM Qauge standards. 
The majority of my models have been con- 
structed from kits; ever tried to obtain 
a Jidenco etched brass wagon kit in Perth, 
or a Slaters wagon kit, a PC Models coach 
kit, Kemco transfers, or the Kean Portes- 
cap motor gearboxes??? In July 1983 
not one item out.of the full range of 
these various manufacturers was available 
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in Perth. 

Just for the record, the current 
production of British outline locomotives 
and rolling stock are superb and lend 
themselves to superdetailing and conver- 
sion to EM. Over the past 18 months 
I have purchased three locomotives, six 
wagons and a number of other items (grain 
of rice globes, for example) from a local 
hobby shop. Why? The prices were 
right, only a dollar or two above the 
UK prices, and they were available - 
the locos and rolling stock were impulse 
buys, straight off the shelf. 

IT have been actively involved in 
the hobby for some 20 years. During 
that time I have spent periods on opera- 
. tional warships in various parts of the 
~ world. Surface mail could, and did, 
on occasions take up to five to six months 
to catch up with the ship, particularly 
when operational requirements involved 
a change of program. During this time 
I became quite adept at planning my model- 
ling requirements well in advance, so 
the few weeks’ delay, now, from ordering 
to delivery causes me no problem. Why 
should I change when it allows me to 
obtain twice the amount 
for my modelling dollar. 

Mr Fyfe Thorpe has fallen into a 
further trap by believing that we, the 
customers, exist to support the 'trade'. 

We, the customers, are the most 
important people in the retail world. 
Without us you, the 'trade', do not have 
a bdusiness. You, the Australian Model 
Railway trade, will not get my support 
until you cater for my needs, and at 
a reasonable price. 

You need us, we do NOT need you. 

I could quote numerous’ instances 
where I have tried, first, to obtain 
an item from the local trade, only to 
be with, "wots that mate", "never 'eard 
of that", "sure you've got the name 
Tight?", "they don't make them any more" 
(these same Kean Portescaps would you 
believe), etc, etc. 

I refuse, on principle, to go into 
this particular shop. The other major 
retailer in Perth is just the opposite: 


of equipment 


the staff, generally, do know what you're 
talking about, some of their prices are 
competitive with UK, I do make purchases 
there, and the proprietor is being most 
co-operative in viewing new merchandise 
obtained by Association members’ from 


UK, and which are not currently available 


in Perth, 
problem. 

At least we in the West are discuss- 
ing the problem with a section of the 
'trade', and not emulating the ‘head 
in the sand' attitude of the Association's 
Federal Officials. 


and in discussing the price 


Two model railway retailers have 
Closed down in the past 18 months in 
Perth, one through financial problems, 
a third is, I understand, having 'cash 
flow' problems, and a toy 'supermarket' 
style chain has stopped selling model 
Tallway equipment; I am reliably informed 
that high prices leading to slow sales 
was a major factor in this decision. 

The Flexichas book. An error ob- 
viously crept in during the typing from 
my notes; the item referred to should 
have read - Written and published by 
Mike Sharman, Designed by Oxford Publish- 
ing Company. My sincere apologies to 
the membership, Mike Sharman and Oxford 
Publishing Company for this error. 

Neither the Flexichas, or the Wheel 
Specifications books, are listed in Fybren 
Models' lists, nor have they appeared 
in Fybren Models' adverts in Journal; 
how could they - there isn't a Fybren 
advertisement in the last seven issues 
of Journal. How, therefore, 
supposed to know that’ Fybren 
'carries' these two items. 

I paid about $3 and $4, respectively, 
to have these two books delivered to 
my mail box, postage paid. Again, I 
ask, why should I pay Fybren Models' 
inflated prices ($4.25 and $5.25, respect- 
ively, PLUS POSTAGE). 

Mr Managing Editor, if you wish 
I can provide the detailed calculations 
used to arrive at the pricing structure 
for the Kean Portescap, and the locos, 
and just in case any one asks, yes, I 


are we 
Models 
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am aware of the name, etc, changes that (No ‘censorship’ - the description applied 
have happened with the Kean Portescap by Messrs Thoday and Kehoe to what would | 
firm and motor gearboxes. be more correctly termed ‘Editorial dis- | 
Rude? Never. Blunt occasion- cretion' - has yet been applied or | 
ally. 1 do not suffer fools lightly. 'waived' in any case. | 
Yours sincerely Managing Editor) | 
B E Thoday | 
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Work on the Clubroom layout system 
and workshop facilities has been progress- 


ing very well, and many are surprised 
at the progress. Now that the new con- 
trol panel or "dispatcher's desk" is 


fully working, enjoyable running times 
have been had. The job is much easier 
for the dispatchers now with the simpli- 
Instead of two double 
pole, double throw, centre off switches 
to control each section, four 
push buttons select which road controller 
has that track and no other controller 
can be selected until the reset button 
is operated. The push buttons 
operate four ‘scrap’ telephone bar switch- 
es which have built in interlocking and 


fied main panel. 


four 


™ many other features. 


The first running day with this 
new panel and all mainline 16.5 mm track 
in operation was in July; the first 


train to work the full extent of the 
layout was made up of Steve Suggit's 
rolling stock hauled by a 1200 class 
built by Jim Fainges over 25 years ago. 
The train took six minutes to traverse 
the whole circuit non-stop. 

However, it is unfortunate’ that 
the Queensland Government recently decided 
to stage the Expo '88 in the South Bris- 
bane area, and our present rooms may 
be required for other uses or demolition. 
The concept of the plans is to shift 
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South Brisbane Interstate Railway Station 
across the Brisbane River via Merivale 
Bridge to Roma Street; a mamoth task 
and most will be very surprised if it 
can or will be done in five years. 
Hopefully the whole idea will fall through 


and leave us alone, but, however, the 
COM has been very active, especially 
Our Secretary, Bob Mawson, looking for 
alternative clubrooms. Unfortunately 


our funds have not reached a high level 
so that we can comfortably buy something; 
another few exhibitions like the last 
two should see to that. Also, we believe 
that the QR has no similar site to offer 
uS. We presume that we'll. still be 
here at the end of the year, so come 
and make the most of what our Clubrooms 
has to offer. 

Our main aims for alternative club- 
rooms is a central location, within a 
couple of miles of the city and one that 
has an income, so that we do not entirely 
rely on exhibition profits to make ends 
meet. If you can help or have sug- 
Gestions, please write to our Branch 
Secretary or come along to a _ ~monthly 
meeting. 

The ARHS, Queensland Division, is 
having their Redbank Museum Field Day, 
called a ‘Railway Fair', on Saturday 
2 October 1983; we will be exhibiting 
as usual, although only a static display. 
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Many of our regular members and officers 
will be away at the Sydney Show or tied 
up with school holidays, so please help 
if you can. The times for the Railway 
Fair are 10.30 am to 5 pm, and two steam 
trains will be delivering visitors, plus 
two other ex QR steam locos will be on 
display is steam. As usual there will 
be the sales stands and other historical 
groups’ exhibiting. 


Meetings and activities of the Branch 
continue as the Clubrooms, 
South .Brisbane Railway Station, Ground 
Floor, Grey Street, South Brisbane. 
Generally speaking, the Clubrooms are 
open every Thursday night and Saturday 
afternoon. 


normal at 


Usually on Thursday nights, 
the doors are open at 5.30 pm, and many 
and have tea (dinner) 

Just pack both lunch 
and tea in your port when you leave home. 


come from work 
in the Clubrooms. 


While also on Saturdays many have’ lunch 
in the Clubrooms, the doors usually open 
before noon. 
Main Branch meetings are as follows: 
2nd Thursday of the month - Workshop 
evening - 7? pm 
3rd Saturday of the month - Layout 
operation day - 1-4 pm 
; 4th Thursday of the month - General 
Month 
COM, plus usually some form of 


meeting with report from 
entertainment 

Afternoon teas and suppers are pre- 
pared by the ladies, of the Branch - a 
big thank you to them, especially Marie 
Hill. 

At our June monthly meeting, Charlie 
Dearling screened some slides from his 
recent trip south. It was interesting 
to see the unusual and varied colour 
schemes of locomotives south of the bor- 
der. Some snaps from the Melbourne 
exhibition (Victorian Branch), and these 
also were very interesting. 

Our July meeting was a ‘Show and 
Tell’, and, despite the good attendance, 
many forgot to bring something. However, 
it didn't turn out too bad with these 
members taking parts 
; Warring Geddes 


brought along = an 
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old QR poster dated 1900, advertising 
a 'Moonlight trip to Sandgate’. 

, Geoff Perkins detailed the construc- 
tion of his HOn34 1250 class DEL using 
an Athern Trainmaster mech narrow-gauged. 
‘ Glen Wright described construction 
of his string of QR Sn34 Aluminium Coal 
Wagons (VAO) using 0.010" and 0.020" 
styrene sheet. His handy templates 
and simple clamps made the task quicker 
and easier. The methods discussed could 
be used for similar wagons in any scale 
or prototype. 

é Steve Malone talked on ‘building 
the Mantua Logger, a 2-6-6-2 articulated 
Steam loco in HO which may end up to 
be a proposed QR mallet. 

Finally, a selection of slides were 
shown of railway interest. 

The QR Rolling Stock Book is proving 
very popular with members. Those who 
from us or tell us 
they have one, will be kept up to date 
with new pages and alterations to the 
best of our ability - thanks to the work 
of Arthur Hayes. 

That's 
month. 


have obtained one 


it from us for this 
One sad note to finish off - 

that is the passing of Model Railway 
exhibitor, Ron Carter, a fine, friendly 
chap, and a keen supporter of our exhi- 
bitions. He was killed on a pedestrian 
crossing near his home. 


about 
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STATION TALK 


BY Arthur Hayes 


Transportation of motor vehicles 
on the Queensland Railways entered into 
its third generation at Roma Street on 
Tuesday 12 July 1983. Invitations to 
motor industry representatives and re- 
Porters to the preview suggested that 
light refreshments would be served - no 
need to bring your own sixpack. 

SIXPACK is the name given to a proto- 
type double-decker , car wagon designed 
to carry six cars. The wagon was built 


\ 
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at Ipswich Workshops at a cost of about 

$60 OOO. Some style has been incorpor- 

ated into the wagon using round corner 

shaped steel sections to support the 

top deck, six to each side angled to 

approximately 60° towards the centre 

of the wagon, ladders are fitted at each 

end on both sides to give loading staff 

access to each level. Wagon to wagon 

ramps and securing devices are also fit- 

ted - similar to that used on standard 

gauge wagons. The wagon is painted 

in the standard goods wagon colour of 

light grey, bogies and underframe is 

black, hand brake wheel in white and 

areas requiring caution have been picked 

out in yellow. | 

Classification - DDM 

Number - 43579 

Drawgear - D1 

, bottom pin automatic couplings 

‘ buffers and 
not provided 

Bogies - ComSteel QR34 

Unit length - 3.6 units 

Red circle wagon - avaiable for express 

freight trains | 


transition couplers 


HHH HHH 


Vickers Scotts of Ipswich have been 
constructing three contracts of Skeleton 
Container wagons; the first being 30 
BRM - Running Nos 41978 to 42793, and 


the second being for 30 BRM - Running > 


Nos 43150 to 43181 being allocated. The 
third contract was for 20 BMM with Running 
Nos 43488 to 43507, these wagons privately 
owned by Mayne Nickless Ltd, and are 
similar to existing BRM wagons, but have 
a different combination of container 
fixing twistlocks and fixed spegots for 
the following combinations: 

1 Two 20' plus one 16' 

2 Two 28' 

3 One 36' and one 20' 

Before entering service to facilitate 
identification, two areas of the sole 
bar are painted yellow. Soon after 
arriving at Total Transport Acacia Ridge, 
most wagons had this area painted blue; 
a few have Total in white letters added 
to this area. 
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The sub-contract for the new 2600 
class DEL bogies have been awarded to 
Vickers Scott. Vickers Scotts at Karra- 
bin are building six TGVS guards vans, 
Running Nos 1921 - 1926, plus 294 VALL. 
coal hopper wagons; these wagons are 
similar to the aluminium bottom discharge 
wagons built over the past few years. 

VALL Details 

Running Nos - 43182 - 43475 

Bogies - QR42 Cast Steel Bradford Kendall 

Unit length - 3.0 

Gross capacity - 73 tonne © 

Drawgear Classification D1 - 
couplers 

Red circle wagon - available for express 
freight trains : 

VALL 43183 underwent stress testing 
on 10 March, and the following day in 
Fisherman Islands Coal Trains. Scotts 
prototype VAZ 42763 was also seen at 
Karrabin the same times 
Similar to 


automatic 


this wagon is 
aluminium bottom discharge 
coal hopper wagons currently being built, 
except under the sole bar - this area 
is in two sections, each section being 


fairly deep much the same as a gondola 


wagon with what appeared to be three 
sliding doors to each section. 

The first week in July saw the first 
two in a contract of eight SD Side Dump 
side dump wagons into traffic from Morton 
Engineering Co at Hemmant . 

Running Nos - 43480 - 43487 

Bogies - QR37 Cast Steel ComSteel 

Gross load - 63 tonne 

Length unit - 3.3 

Drawgear Classification - D1 
couplers 

Red circle wagon - available for express 
freight trains 

GEA Trading in Townsville has built 
122 aluminium bottom discharge bulk sugar 
wagons. The wagons have aluminium bodies 
with steel end sub frames and are similar 
in appearance to the large QGX wagons. 
The eight bottom doors are a clam shell 
type, opening outwards from the centre 
of the wagon, and are operated by a special 
device installed at the Townsville Bulk 
Sugar Terminal. The doors have no facil- 
ities for air operation. The wagon 


Automatic 
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hatch cover is operated from one end 
of the wagon and opens to one side of 
the wagon in a single action. 

Westinghouse brake equipment with 
control valve unit has been fitted to 
the endplate. The bogies are Bradford 
Kendall QR29a 'Auscopac' with load sensing 


changeover valve. 
The wagons are fitted with automatic 


couplers, but are not fitted with tran- 
Sition couplers or and have 


buffers, 
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a design capacity of 63 to tonne gross. 
Classification - VASO 

Running Nos - 41200 - 41321 

Tare - 17.2 tonne 

Length over couplings - 15.600 mm 

Length unit - 3.1 


Draft gear - Cardwell Westinghouse R500 


Red circle wagon - available for express 


freight trains 
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Branch Treasurer Arthur Hayes attends to the new dispatcher's panel. 


Karl Kalle - Station Master at 'A' 


4, 


One 
new 
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of the first trains to do the complete 16.5 mm circuit was hauled by Cec Wall's 
NSW 80 class. 


On the HOn3 Top Station, two of John Hill's NAs wait with their trains. 
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At 
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‘he HOn35 Loco depot, some of Jim's HOn3 locos a 


Two more of Jim Fainges' locos. 


Tt 
a 


ce 


on display. 


~ 
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One of John Hill's NAs passes his scenery work and onto Jim Fainges' wooden bridge. 


This photo shows an Sn34 QR 'VH' bogie wooden coal hopper using the Ratio Archbar 
bogies. The Ratio wheels are still in use on the model, and a little powdered graphite 
is applied to the bearings to reduce friction. The wagon is simply and easily built 
from scribed and 4" x 4" stripwood and balsa strips. All this type of wagon were 
scrapped by the mid 60s, and, although the Branch had plans of the wagon, it was not 


enough to build an accurate model. With the assistance of Jim Faingies and his photo 
collection, this proved possible. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 


A recent business trip to Queensland 
produced an unexpected bonus, as my over- 


night stop in Brisbane coincided with 
the meeting night of our Queensland 
Branch. The visit, my first, provided 


an enjoyable evening, and I thank members 
of the Branch for their hospitality. I 
noticed, among other things, that their 
like ours, still requires plenty 
of work, but should provide plenty of 
Opportunities for 


layout, 


Operators. It is, 
indeed, to be regretted that there is 
a possibility that they may have to vacate 
their present premises at the end of 
the year or soon after. 

I was also able to arrange a "stop 
Over' in Sydney, and this just happened 
to coincide with the NSW Branch Mini 
Convention at Rockdale! (Yes, I've 
heard all those comments about some people 
being born lucky!) 


I was most impréssed by the present- 
ation, and had a very enjoyable day. 
The theme of the day was ‘Modelling the 
NSW Prototype', and the attendance re- 
flected the interest in the local scene. 
Perhaps at our next ‘Open Day’ (19 Feb- 
Tuary 1984) we could follow their lead 
and have some demonstrations of "Modelling 
the Victorian Prototype’ - kit construc- 
tion, modifying of commercial kits to 
Tesemble Victorian structures and, may 
be, some of our '‘'scratchbuilders' could 
be persuaded to demonstrate their ex- 
pertise. 

I would appreciate any 
on this suggestion, and, 


comments 
if the response 


is pagans ete: ae. “com will endeavour 
to organise things accordingly. 

Our COM meetings should end somewhat 
earlier than usual as our retiring and 
quietly spoken Treasurer is off overseas 
at the time of writing, along with his 
son Blair, Wal Stuchbery and Graeme Nitz, 
to the UK, organised by the 
Association of Railway Enthusiasts. It 
must be the Footloose and 
ylobe-trotting modellers - Barney Brown- 
bill has just returned from a two-month 
visit to the USA and Jack Treseder and 
Bill Morehouse have also gone travelling! 


On ae tour 


season for 


Little to report from the Committee 
Room as (as I mentioned in the last Jour- 
nal), the coming year will be one of 
consolidation, with major projects being 
the storage shed and, possibly, the re- 
newal of the rear fence. 

In conclusion, may I say I was pleas- 
ed to see another of our junior members, 
Anthony Lamplough, win one of the monthly 
Photographic competitions - his print 
of a Tait suburban car (Red Rattler to 
the uninitiated) scored 92.5 points. 


Roger C Lloyd 

CH H 4 36 3 HEH HIE 
The annual Auction Night, conducted 
in conjunction with the July meeting, 
waS again a success, with Auctioneer 
Stuart Westerman, as usual, in fine voice! 
Some of the 'big ticket' items were 


unsold, perhaps reflecting the current 
economic conditions, or, perhaps, we 
had more 'bargain hunters’ than usual - 


late arrival, Frank Sheeran, who normally 
bids for everything in sight, was strange- 
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WEST AUSTRALIAN BRANCH 


1983 


MODELLING COMPETITION 


Supplement to AMRA Journal No 156 


1983 RALLWAY MODELLING COMPETITION 


Photos by Simon Mead 
Vescriptions by the entrants 


aturday 2H May 1983 was the judging day of the WA Branch's Fifth Annual Railway 
Modelling Competition. Ihe total of 30 entries represented a decrease of some 15 
entries compared to the 1982 competitions | however, the standard, especially of the 
awald winning entries, was as high, if not higher , than in previous years. 

For those members who were unable* to. attend the Upen Night to view the models, 
we hope that these photos and descriptions .of the award winning entries will help you 
appreciate the efforts of the entrants, sand, inspire you to enter the 1984 Railway Model- 


Ling Competition. & 
— = braham Watson 
Lompetition Manager 
WINNE EK s Ussik GULLY CUP (Best Model in the Lompetition) Photo No | x 
WINNER s WEST AUSTRAL LAN MUDEL | 
WALR Y CLASS DIESEL LULU LN sn35) by Lavin stallard 


Inhics. project Started when. 1t was discovered that a Tenshodo spud had a suitable 
wheelbase ami wheel diameter, and was completed over a period of about seven weeks. 
The spud, Kader ouplers and MEW wheels were the only bought items used. 

Ihe loco is almost .ompletely made of styrene, ime luding the underframe and bogies. 
Axle boxes and sand boxes were cast in polyester resin, headlights and brake cylinders 
were turned on a Lathe and the cCowcatchers are made of biass. The radiators came off 
a large scale car kit and the small door vents are parts of Athearn radiator grilles. 

By using the spud, it was possible to have the air space above the bogies and model 
the cab interior. 

The model was brush painted with Humbrol and lettered with MNJ decals. The stripes 
on the end were made by painting blank decal paper red and applying them to the model. 
A light weathering of the undergear and semi-gloss varnish omthe body provided a slight- 
ly used, but well cared for look. 
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WINNER s SCRATCHBUILT ROLLING STOCK Photo No 2 


WAGR HC CLASS DROP SIDE WAGON IN Sn33 by Gavin Stallard 


This mostly scratchbuilt wagon was built in Sn34 scale. North eastern strip wood 
was used for the planking and styrene was used for the steelwork. The axle boxes and 
underframe were cast in polyester resin in moulds made from scratchbuilt patterns. 
Kadee couplers, MGW wheels and brass axle guards completed the model. As an added 


feature, the drop sides were made to operate. The model was finished and weathered 
with Floquil paints and lettered with Letraset. 


HIGHLY COMMENDED: SCRATCHBUILT ROLLING STOCK Photo No 3 


SR_(EX LB &SCR) TRAILER BRAKE COMPOSITE COACH by A DuHeame 


An ex London Brighton and South Coast Railway 1909 trailer brake composite coach 
in Southern Railway olive green livery built to plans from the January 1980 Model Railway 
Constructor to a scale of 4 mm to 1 foot and a gauge of 18.2 mn. 

The body is plasticard with beading on the body being very thin plasticard overlay. 
The roof is also plasticard and is of ribbed construction which allows for the removal 
of the roof when required. The roof is held in location by a lug at one end and a 
screw through the coach at the other end. Other items include 8' SR white metal bogies 
with Maygib wheels and Jacksons screwed couplings. Humbrol paints were used throughout. 
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WINNER: RTR MODIFIED LOCO (STEAM) Photo No 4 


HORNBY LNER J52 0-6-O0T LOCO IN 00 by John Martin 


Hornby's model of the GNR J13 is finished in the pre-grouping GNR livery of lined 
green. By the mid 30s (the era on which my LNER Layout is based), this loco would 
have been painted in the post 1928 unlined black livery. 

Before repainting the loco, I took the opportunity to correct a few proprietry 
anomalies and to add extra detail. Wheel balance weights were filed off the Hornby 
wheels (tedious but cheap!). The dummy articulation point shape on the coupling rods 
ahead of the centre driver was removed and a dummy point (made from a pin head) was 
fitted on the rods behind the centre driver. The buffer height was corrected by spacing 
the wheel keeper from the chassis with pieces of PECO Sleepers. 

Moulded sandboxes, guardirons, handrails, lampirons and smokebox door handles were 
removed. The correct sandbox shapes moulded to the edge of the footplate were boxed 
in using plasticard. Sandpipes were made from thick copper wire. Guardirons were 
made from thin mild steel and fitted in the correct position. Cab handrails were made 
from N/S wire with telephone wire for stanchions, grab handles on tank top and cab 


roof were made from telephone wire. Lampirons were made from small Staples, the smoke- , 


box door handles were telephone wire Wrapped around a pin, 

Front footsteps were made up from plasticard as were the steps fitted to the right 
hand side of the bunker. Brake shoes were made from old PECO Sleepers, the hangers 
from plasticard. They were mounted on pins into the wheel Keeper. 

The loco was airbrushed with Testors black enamel, buffer beams were signal red 
and the lettering was SMS waterslide transfers set with decal-set. Weathering to remove 
the ‘ex paint shops appearance’ will be applied when time and courage permits. 


Thanks to Simon Mead for the Flattering photograph which disguises the less than 
Derfect finish. 


a nae A yo 
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HIGHLY COMMENDED: RTR MODIFIED LOCO Photo No 5 


AIRFIX FOWLER 4F O-6-0 LOCO IN EM by Paul Kehoe 


The LMS (ex MR) Fowler designed 0-6-0 class 4F locomotive is a basic locomotive 
without frills, and the Airfix model is, as far as the superstructure goes, reasonably 
accurate. 

A quick conversion of the ‘innards’ to EM standards in time for the model to provide 
effort on my ASHTON layout at the 1982 WA Branch Exhibition was, in my opinion, only 
partially successful. : 

Major overhauling was indicated, and a visit to the works resulted in - new main 
frames from 4" x 0.025" brass; Kean-Maygib hornblocks; the replacement of the tender 
drive ringfield type motor with an (imported) short Escap RG4 motor/gearbox unit; new 
coupling rods; EMGS wheels and axles; scale screw link couplings; repainting and 
renumbering to prototype. 

All of the above as accomplished with the most basic of K-Mart type hand tools. 


WINNER s KIT BUILT ROLLING STOCK Photo No 6 


GWR TWIN-TANK MILK WAGON - DIAGRAM 0.41 by Ted Thoday 


Constructed from a Jidenco etched brass kit and white metal castings. Wheels 
to EM Gauge standards from the EM Gauge Society. Painting by brush using Precision 
Paints. Water-slide transfers on tank sides by M n'j Designs, those on underframes 
from the PC Models 'Pressfix' range. The plate 'tanks must be equally loaded, Sbesssa" 
was supplied as part of the etchings, the letters being etched into the plate. The 
plate was thoroughly cleaned, painted white, ensuring letters were filled. After 
thorough drying, the surface was rubbed on fine emery to remove the paint. "Hobby - 
black' was then used to blacken the surface, leaving the letters white. | 
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SOME MODEL RAILWAY GAUGES & SCALES 


Recently, needing to settle an argu- 
ment, I started looking through various 
Model Railway magazines for the differ- 
ent scale/gauge relationships in '"N" 
gauge. The following table gives the 
results of my research, and I hope that 
you are not quite as confused as I am. 

The figures in the table are arith- 
metic conversions, and are corrected 
to the third figure. The assumptions 
used are? ] inch is 25.4mm 
4°85"" is 4.708' or 1435.1mm 
1'O" is 304.8mm 


BY W. U. BATES 


is defined as the distance 
the inside faces of the heads 
and it can be seen that 
in some scales the gauge represented 
is a long way out. For example ''G'' 

gauge, used in garden railways on No.1 
gauge track, or HOJ used to represent 
3'6"" gauge Japanese railways. 


Gauge 
between 
of the rails, 


However, 9mm gauge using 1.9 mm/ft. 
scale represents Standard Gauge, and 
that was what started all this. 


SOME COMMONLY AND UNCOMMONLY USED SCALES AND GAUGES IN MODEL RAILWAYS. 
ee NEVA BO LN MODEL RAILWAYS 


PROPORTION 


GAUGE NAME MODEL TRACK GAUGE WHICH IS. AT A SCALE OF REAL 
INCHES mm in/ft mm/ft (RATIO) TRACK 
SIZE 
15 inch 5.0 381.0 5' on 3.0 76.2 1:4 4' gu 
14," Seale 7.5 190.5 5' o" es: 38.1 1:8 4' gin 
14" Seale 7.25 184.15 4' 10" i5 38.1 1:8 4’ gh" 
14" Seale 7.0 177.8 Av BM 1.5 38.1 1:8 4' 8%"! 
l" Scale 5.0 127.0 5' 0" 1.0 25.4 if12 4) gu" 
1" Seale 4.75 120.7 4 gm 1.0 25.4 1:12 4' gh 
2" Seale 3.5 88.9 4* g" 0.75 19.05 1:16 4' gin 
G Gauge Lav72 45.0 3' 3.88" 0.533 13.54 1222.5 4' gh 
GM Gauge be /2 45.0 1012.5mm = 0.533 13.54 bo2255 1 metre 
K Gauge ae 45.0 1012.5mm == 0.1533 13.54 1322.5 1 metre 
No. 3 Gauge 2.5 63.5 5' 0" 0.5 12.7 1204 4' gh" 
i" Scale 2225 57.15 4 6" 0.5 12.7 1:24 4' gh 
No.2 (7/16") 2.0 50.8 4 62" 0.438 11.13 1227.4 4' ge 
7/16"" Scale 2.135 54.0 4' 10.4" 0.438 11.13 1274 4' gh 
Lionel Std. 2.125 54.0 
No.1 Gauge L297 45.0 4' gn 0.375 9.53 iy 4' gh 
1n33; 1.25 32.0 3° 4" 0.375 9.53 142 3" 6" 
0(Ob) England 1.25 32.0 4' 6.84" 0.276 7.0 1:43.5 4 gun 
O (17/64"') 1.25 32.0 4' 8 3/8" 0.267 6.77 1:45.18 4' gin 
OnM | 0.825 21.0 948.7mm 0.267 6.77 1:45.18 1 metre 
Oc(Continent) 1,25 32.0 4' 8 3/8" 0.267 6.77 1:45.18 4' gh" 
OM75 0765 16.5 74.25cem O. 267 oa BF | 1345 75cm 
O (%") 1.25 32.0 5' o" 0.25 6.35 1:48 4 ge 
OA (%"") (Q) 1.17 29.9 4' gh 0.25 6.35 1:48 4! gh 
0n33; 0.875 22,2 3° 6" 0.25 6.35 1:48 3° 6" 
On3 (Q36) 0.75 19.05 3' o" 0.25 6.35 1:48 3' 0" 
On23; 0.65 16.5 2" 7.2" 0.25 6.35 1:48 2' 6" 
On2 0.5 12.7 2' or 0.25 6.35 1:48 2' on 
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1.177 29.9 A' gu 0.25 6.35 1:48 4! gi" 
‘S -(3716") 0.875 2259 4! gm 0.188 -4.8 1:64 4 gh" 
Sn3) 0.650 16.5 37 5" 0.188 4.8 1:64 3" 6" 
Sn3 0.563 14.3 3' oO" 0.188 4.8 1:64 3" 0" 
Sn2}; 0.471 12.0 2' 6" 0.188 4.8 1:64 2" 6" 
00 0.65 16.5 Qe yk" 0.157 4.0 1:76.2 4’ gi" 
OO (NMRA STD.) 0.77 19.0 0.157 4.0 1:76.2 4’ gun 
PROTOFOUR 0.739 18,83 4 8h" 0.157 4.0 1:76.2 4' gh" 
00n3 0.472 12.0 3" oO" 0.157 4.0 1:76.2 3’ oO" 
00 BG (Irish) 0.825 21.0 5' 3" 0.157 4.0 127652 5* 3" 
EM 0.707 18.0 At gu 0.150 3.82 1:80 4' gin 
OHJ (Japan) 0.650 16.5 4* qe 0.150 3.62 1:80 3" 6" 
3.75mm 0.650 16.5 4" 4.7" 0.148 3.75 1:81.28 4! gyn 
HO 0.650 16.5 4" 8.53" 0.138 3.5 1:87.1 4" gun 
HOn3'; 0.472 12.0 3" 5 1/8" 0.138 3.5 1:87.1 3° 6" 
HOnM 0.472 12.0 1044mm 0.138 3.5 1:87.1 1 metre 
HOn3 0.413 10.5 37 0" 0.138 2.5 1:87.1 3" 0" 
HOn2!, 0.354 9.0 2' 6.85" 0.138 2.5 1:87.1 2' 6" 
HOM75 0.354 9.0 78.5em 0.138 325 1:87.1 75cm 
HOn2 0.276 7.0 0.138 0.138 5 1:87.1 2' oN 
1/8" 0.650 16.5 5' 2.4" 0.125 3.18 1:96 5° 3” 
TT3 (England) 0.472 12.0 4* o" 0.118 3.0 1:101.6 4t gin 
TT3n3), 0.413 10.5 3° 6" 0.118 3.0 1:101.6 3" 6" 
TT3n3 0.354 9.0 3" 0" 0.118 3.0 1:101.6 3° 0" 
TTn3), 0.354 9.0 3° 6b" 0.100 2.54 1:120 3" 6" 
NZ120 (N.Z.) 0.354 9.0 3' 6.48" 0.100 2.54 1:120 3" 6" 
TT (NMRA STD.) 0.471 11.96 4' 8.64" 0.10 2.54 1:120 a oo 
TT (Europe) 0.472 12.0 uN O26 0.098 aS 12122 4 gin 
N 2-1/16mm 0.354 9.0 4* 4.4" 0.081 21/16 1:148 4’ gh" 
900 (N) 0.354 9.0 4' 6" 0.079 2.0 ey Ar gu 
Nn3! (000n3'.) ~=—0. 276 720 3° 6" 0.079 2.0 1:152 5% 6" 
NnM (OOCn™) O. 256 6.5 978mm 0.079 20) e152 1 metre 
NBG (OOOBG) 0.413 10.5 of 3" 0.079 2.0 1:152 5! oe 
N 0.354 9.0 4" 8 7/8" 0.075 19 1:160 4' gi" 
Nn3!; 0. 256 6.5 3" 6" 0.075 1.9 1:160 3" 6" 
y 0. 256 65 4' 7.8" 0.055 1.39 1: 220 4 gi 
2 7/8 inch 2.875 73.0 4°67" 630 16.0 1:19 4' gi" 
On 2 7/8" 1.25 32.0 2'0" 630 16.0 1:19 210" 
On3G 1.25 32.0 2°34" 551 14,0 1:21.8 2°38 
#3 2.5 63.5 4'6.4" 551 14.0 122128 AV gh 
#3 25 63.5 A' 8.6" 530 13.46 1:23.2 41 gh" 
LF 1077 450 46" 394 10,0 1:30.5 4°38)" 
Y 1.75 4405 A'5.4" 394 10.0 1:30.5 4' gi" 
OnlG 1.25 32.0 3°24" 394 10.0 1:30.5 a0" 
Standard 2125 54.0 oo mee 9.5 1:32, 4° 8:" 
Standard 2.125 54.0 4'10.2" 4375 11.13. 1:27 4° 8)" 
OF 1.25 32.0 4°68" _ 276 7.0 1:43.5 4° 3h" 
OOn 0.65 16.5 ZG" . 276 7.0 1.43.5 oo 
TT3n O47 12.0 2'2,2" 217 5.5 1:55.4 ee 
Hl 0.875 22.1 4'g" _1875 1:64 4°84" 
S (Europe) 0.875 221 4°75" 47 1:65 Ar gin 
EM 0.70 18.0 Ate" _157 4.0 1:76.2 AV gkn 
009 0.354 9.0 2" 3" 157 4.0 1:76.2 2'3" 
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WINNER : RTR MODIFIED ROLLING STOCK Photo No 7 


FREELANCE CEMENT WAGON IN OO by Graham Horton 


This Swan Cement Tanker is a freelance of the Lima Portland Cement Tanker. The 
tanker was separated from the base and the ladders from the tank. Model repainted 
using Humbrol paints, base matt black, buffer beams red, buffers silver, tanks Light 
grey with hinges, chains and locks picked out in silver. Lettering in black from the 
Letraset range. A straight line was achieved by placing masking tape across both tanks, 
the letters placed to just touch the tape, when complete, tape was removed leaving a 
neat and straight line of letters. K-Dee couplers replaced Lima couplers. To finish 
Estapol Matt Satin varnish sprayed over model. 


WINNER: RTR MODIFIED LOCO (DIESEL) Photo No u 


MAINLINE CLASS 4F DE LOCO by Graham Horton 


Firstly, body and bogies were separated from the chassis, the paint guideline on 
body side above rainstrip was cut off together with handrail mouldings on front ends 
and nameplates. Wire handrails were fitted on front ends, Kings Cross nameplates and 
SMS waterslide transfers applied. The buffer beam, with is part of the body on model, 
was removed and glued into correct position on bogie ends. Plasticard completed the 
end detailing of bogies, beware when doing this part as it must be installed so as not 
to obstruct pony wheels. Wire was used for jumper cables and air pipes, fuse wire 
wound around wire made the vacuum and steam pipes. Humbrol paints were used, body 
in BR green with l%oht grey roof and small yellow warning panels, bogies matt black, 
Dogie ends and buffer beams red, buffers silver. Model is painted 1965 era, using 
the modern day image of white hots in lieu of reporting numbers on headcode, therefore 
I do not have a freight train running with an express passenger headcode or vice versa. 
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WINNER s KIT BUILT LOCOMOTIVES ) Photo No 9 


GWR DE GLEHN NO 104 'ALLIANCE' IN 00 by Andrew Morling 


| The model was constructed from a Wills white metal body kit, Wills etched nickel- 
| silver chassis and Romford gears, wheels and motor. . 

. The main body assembly was made with low melt solder with 5 minute Araldite being 
| used for parts added after painting. 

I used an aerosol grey zinc primer for the undercoat, applying several coats and 
filling and rubbing down between coats. Humbrol Authentic Railway Colours were used 
for the red underframe and green superstructure with two coats of each being applied 
with the airbrush. The black parts, buffer beams and safety valve cover were then 
painted by hand. 

Pressfix transfers were used for the lettering and Kemco waterslide transfers for 
| the lining. The whole model was then sprayed with two coats of Estapol Satin Varnish. 
, Kings Cross name and number plates were then added and handrails fitted using brass 

handrail knobs. Jackson screw couplings were fitted and lamp brackets made and fitted. 

The highly detailed backhead was painted by hand using Humbrol gun metal brass 
>» and copper for pipes and valves, and white for the gauges. 


(Unfortunately, the photo does not do justice to the outstanding painting, lining and 
lettering of this model - Competition Manager.) 


WINNER s SCRATCHBUILT STRUCTURES Photo No 10 


‘ AVON RIVER BRIDGE AT YORK IN Sn35 by Simon Mead 


The prototype is located a couple of kilometres south of York (WA) on the York 
to Bruce Rock line. Measurements and photos were taken of the prototype and drawings 
produced from this information. 

The model is constructed almost entirely from balsa, the exceptions being the main 
piles which are dowel, and the concrete footings, which are blocks of jarrah. 

The length of the bridge has been reduced to about 30% of the full scale length 
for practical reasons, and the number of spans in and on either side of the river have 
been reduced in proportion in order to retain the character of the prototype. All 
other dimensions, including the length of each span, height above the water level, size 
of the timbers, are to scale. 

All balsa sections were cut from 3" wide stock. The deck is fully planked under 
the ballast, and all other construction follows the prototype as closely as practical. 
A base was built to fit the site, and the footing blocks added, and then the bridge 
was built on the work bench. The base was then installed on the layout, the scenery 
completed, and the bridge added. 
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HIGHLY COMMENDED: SCRATCHBUILT STRUCTURES Photo No 11 


NARROW GAUGE ENGINE SHED IN HO by John Watts 


The engine shed is based on a Michael Andress design. The sides and ends of the 
shed were cast as flat slabs on a sheet of glass using balsa to form the base outline 
and window openings. A colouring agent of slate dust mixed in a 1 to 6 ratio with 
the plaster gave the base colour. A plaster consistency similar to unthickened cream 
was tried fors; consistency variations affected the drying time, but not the final plas- 
ter strength. After the slabs had air dried for several days, the detail was scribed 
on them. The raised detail of foundation stones, wall corners, window sills and arch- 
wayS was added first, the rest of the slab cut back slightly, then the remaining wall 
detail added. PVA glue was used to join the wall slabs and poster colour paints to 
add further colouring and weathering. The remaining details were constructed from 
card (doors, roof base, roof ventilator), paper (roof tiles), dried Blackboy stems 
(the square section roof trusses), 'Plastruct' (gutters) and p.v.c. coated wire (drain 


pipes). The doors,¥ mounted on track pin hinges, were supposed to be ‘working', but 
are too brittle to be used. 
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LOIrry. i a . 

The plastic parts were cut off the sprue, cleaned up and glued together with MEK. 
I kept the assembly in three parts — chassis including bonnet, main body and canopy. 
The chassis was given three coats of matt black (dupli-colour), the bonnet and main 
body Humbrol No 3 gloss green, canopy dark matt grey. All other details were then 
painted in the appropriate colour (Humbrol), with a brush. The three main parts were 
glued together, water, slide transfers applied in the right places and a coat of clea 
varnish to seal, and the Thornycroft was ready for the goods yard! 


WA Model: Railway Club President (and AMRA WA Branch Treasurer), Alan Porter, awards 
Gavin Stallard the Ossie Gully Cup for the best entry in the 1983 Railway Modelling 
Competition. 
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TRAVELLING 
BY THE 


Liverpool and Manchester 


RAILWAY. 


THE DIKPC TORS beg feave tomtom the Pobho dat on and after FUESDAY, the Ist of March. the several Fram of 
Cartage will start from the Stahon in Crown street Laverpool, and trom the Station in Liverpool road) Manchester. im 


fic tandboaws ip odes 


HOURS OF DEPARTURE. 


PERSE © 2 ASS TRAIN Seven o'clock, SECOND CLASS PRAIN "a past 7 o'clock. 
len o'clock One a’clock, 
Iwo o'clock, Vy Past Ss o'clock. 


hive o'clock 


NOH This hast diate con the Manchester Market Days, (fuesdays and Saturdays.) will leave Manchester at Six o'clock 
msticad of Half past Bive 


SUNDAY. 


14 SPRAIN bight o'clock, SECOND CLASS TRAIN Seven o'clock, 


i ive Or book 


Six o'clock 


FARES. 
SS Tram Coaches, bout Inside 6s By Second Class Pram  Gilass Coaches Ss Od 


(Ditte Ditte Sts dasidde Vs Dido. Open Cariages 3s 6d 


{Want ot a supeior descriplion of Carthage, di a higher fare, having been frequently represented to the Directory, 
Jaused one Pour inside Coach. io cach Furst Class Trai. to be titted up in a superior style. tor which an extra 


IS Made 


SHORT FARES. 


ester. Ist Class 2nd Class | From Liverpool. Ist Class 2nd. Class 

\ sd sd » d s. d 

| 1 6 1 OU Wavertree Lane 1 6 1 0 

| 1 6 1 0 Broad Green 1 6 1 0 

Hp nd eid ’s bar. 1 6 ro Roby Lane Gate 1 6 i v0 

| \ NN a 1 6 Huyton Lane Gate 1 6 1 0 
aa 0 ov Kendrick’s Cross Gate 20 1 6 
| lop of Sutton Incline 2 6 20 


iI 


Poster of The Liverpool and Manchester Railway 


clion \ 


ui 


¥, 


Wiig 


ie nth wR 


The Stephenson’s ROCKET 
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ly quiet; perhaps we should give him 
his ‘green hand’ back? On the other 
hand, Alan Dowell bought up strongly, 
although he did mention later that he 
got a bit carried away - we hope he found 
suitable uses for his purchases. 

There has been an earthquake in the 
central ‘mountain’ 
natural 


layout room! The 
has now assumed a more 
and further work will improve this prom- 
inent feature. 

After a period of apparent’ stag- 
nation, the operating functions are shou- 
ing signs of progress; the driver's 
stand is ready for installation of con- 
trols and the overhead panels are almost 
complete - these should improve our oper- 
ating days considerably, but there has 
been little or mo response to appeals 
for assistance with scenery detailing. 
This lack of interest is disappointing 
to those few who have put many hours 
into what has been done and reflects 


shape 


unfavourably on those who are quite pre- 
pared to run on the layout, but are not 
prepared to do anything to improve it! 
Are there any people who would sacrifice 
Saturday or Sunday afternoons? 
Bring your and listen to the 
football on the radio while you do some 


a few 
"trannie’ 


work! 

Agenda items for the next 12 months 
reflect a concentration on modelling, 
than film and slide nights, and 
it is hoped that this will provide more 
interest in the practical side of the 
hobby. However, more 
members is needed; 


rather 


response’ from 
it's no good having 
a ‘Question and Answer! night if we don't 
Get any questions - if you have a problem, 
let's have it, someone will come up with 
an answer, if there is some aspect of 
the hobby you are not too clear on3 
let us know and we will see if we can 
Find someone who will give a short talk 
on the subject, but WE MUST KNOW WHAT 
YOU WANT!!! 

At the August meeting, the assembled 
company had the pleasure of viewing a 
number of pre-war films, presented by 
Mr Phil Phillips, of PJP Productions, 


Gisborne, Victoria, which showed logging 


Page 182 


activities, Melbourne's famous’ cable 
trams, the first 'Spirit of Progress’, 
various activities in the Victorian Rail- 
ways' workshops, a number of early indoor 
and outdoor model railway layouts, which, 


incidentally, featured a couple of sen- 
sational crashes and innumerable ‘'near 
misses', plus an excellent sound film 


of the huge Union Pacific 'Big Boy' loco- 
motive, made by the Union Pacific Company, 
and kindly loaned for the presentation 
by Mr Peter Duckett, of the Model Dock- 
yard, who, with his wife, was with us 
for the evening. Ray Pearson, who was 
intimately connected with some of the 
model layouts shown, and who was also 
responsible for the first proposal that 
the Victorian Branch of the AMRA should 
be formed, was also to have been a quest, 
but we are informed that he was unable 
to attend because he was in hospital 
for an operation. We trust that this 
was successful, and that he is now on 
the way back to health. 
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The Committee has nominated November 
as ‘Scenery Month', and the Clubrooms 
will be open on three Saturdays - 5th, 
19th and 26th - from 9 am to 5 pm, to 
facilitate the attendance of members 
for the purpose of adding scenic effects 
to the Club layout. Tree planting is 
one project - we have some, but NEED 
MORE, so any members who have tree making 
expertise are asked to get busy. More 
rock work is also required, and any mem- 
bers who have rock face moulds are asked 
to bring them along - and use them, of 
course. Large bare exist, and 
these need, at least, ground cover. 

Any interested member/s who prefer 
to use a particular type of material 
are asked to contact Roger Lloyd or Bill 
Secker, and the Committee will endeavour 
to obtain these materials. | 

Structures, also, are conspicuous 
by their absence, and anyone who has 
any surplus or is prepared to construct 
some SOON, NOT SOMETIME, would be regarded 
as a generous benefactor. | 


areas 


HH HEH 
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BENDIGO RAIL TRIP 


The Bendigo Rail Trip will be on 
Sunday 13 November 1983 (that is why 
only three Saturdays have been allotted 
to ‘Scenery Month'), and members who 
wish to participate, and have not already 
nominated, are asked to contact John 
Harry as soon as possible. 


Sleeper 
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LIBRARY NEWS 


It really was such a silly title, 
but in spite of that, was a very good 
television series. I'm speaking, of 
course, of Great Railway Journeys of 
the World. We now have a copy of The 
Book of the Series, and a very nice piece 
of work it is too. Lots of illustra- 


tions, apparently the full text, and 
maps; maps that one can refer to when 
hopelessly lost. I remember’ trying 
rather frantically to find where the 


hell I was in India. Anyway, for those 


who enjoyed the series, and there can 


hardly be anyone who didn't, here are 
the words, if not the music. A nice 
thing to have. Even nicer, someone 


Qave it to the Library. 
New South Wales modellers rejoice! 


The long awaited Railway Freight Wagons 


in New South Wales, 1982, has arrived. 
John Beckhaus' previous little book was 
the standard reference work on the sub- 
ject, but it was not all that well print- 
ed3 its photographs were all lumped 
together in the middle, and, worse, the 
Library's copy had been stolen. Dare 
we mention it that the copy we now have 
is a quite unauthorised photocopy. This 
new edition is much more nicely produced, 
with a glossy card cover (colour, yet!), 
well printed, with a mass of photographs 
related to the articles rather than col- 
lected in one place. ANRail, Vic Rail 
and Westrail also included where their 
wagons are seen in NSW. Loads of private 
owner stuff, again with photographs. 
But a warning: this is a description 
of the state of play in 1982, not an 
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historical survey as Beckhaus' previous 
book almost was. You will not find 
an LCH hopper, for instance, though it's 
fun to find that there were still 16 
CHG guards vans still in use scattered 
as far afield as Cootamundra (I saw one 
a few years ago at Griffith, and couldn't 
believe it). Absolutely essential for 
anyone modelling in that area. 

You are a narrow gauge modeller, 
you are looking for a cheap and easy, 
point-to-point line to model. Minimal 
scenicing, minimal rolling stock (let's 
assume that you need something to keep 
the fingers busy while you plan the REAL 


empire). We have a prototype. 
J W Knowles’ Lonely Rails in the Gulf 
Country is about the Normanton-Croydon 


Tailway in North (Queensland. It was 
supposed to go from Normanton to Clon- 
but never made it. Traffic is 
one rail car per week, 750 pass- 
One quite spectacular 


Once 


Curry, 
easy; 
engers per year. 
station and virtually nothing else. 
it was quite a busy line, when not washed 
out by floods. A nice little book, 
and those who like to build strange roll- 
ing stock would have a whale of a time 
Put out 
Dy the Australian Narrow Gauge Railway 


with the bus-like rail cars. 


Museum Society in Queensland. 

Railmac, the little publishing house 
with particularly Australian interests 
in their little productions, has suddenly 
swerved. Steve McNicol starts the intro- 
duction to his latest book by saying, "I 
hope collectors of Railman Publications 
will excuse this break from our normal 


Australasian subjects. The Southern 
Region (UK) has been a favourite of mine 
since school days ...", The book is 


Southern Steam in the 60s, and if Southern 
Region's your spiritual home, 
nice summary of the 
in that period. 

Another Railmac is BHP Locomotives. 
One can only say that the standard is 
Maintained by the publisher, and the 
size and complexity of the BHP operation 
is brought home once again. 

If you should be visiting Western 
Australia, a trip ’on the Hotham Valley 


it's a 
locomotives used 


X 


> 
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Tourist Railway is a must. When WAGR 
closed off its steam roster, Hotham Valley 
took over several units before they were 
derelict, and similarly with coaching | OBITUARY 
stock. As a result, they have a set 
of good working rolling stock and a thor- 
oughly professional operation. We have 


It is with regret that we have to 


just added a copy of their buide Book to . , 
: — ee record the passing of one of our Victorian 


members - Mr K A DeZilwa of 5/58 Sharps 
Road, Tullamarine, Victoria. 


the Library. The beautiful name of 
theiit terminus, by the way, is Dwellingup. 
That's it for now. 


Brian Southwell May He Rest in Peace 


Librarian 
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Club meetings and visits have been 
reasonably well attended in the past 
few months, although the numbers have 
only averaged about 30 per meeting. The 
most popular meetings seem to be those 
associated with layout operation. 

The O gauge, HO and N gauge layouts 
are always available for running days, 
with the exception of the N gauge layout 
when it is withdrawn for exhibition pur- 
poses; however, this is not expected 
to happen in the foreseeable future as 
the layout has been to most of the major 
exhibitions in the past few years and 
it has been decided to defer any further 
display for at least the next 12 months. 

The ‘Hawkesbury’ layout, which has 
just received a major electrical overhaul, 
is almost ready to be used again, and 
the big test will come in the exhibition 
in October. 

A one day Mini Convention was held 
in July, and was attended by about 70 
visitors - main topics were Kit Assembly 
(James McInery), Conversion to NSW Proto- 
type (Phil Kelly), 44 Class Rebuild (Paul 
Alekna), Scratchbuilding Rolling Stock 
and Buildings (Ron Cunningham) and Austra- 
lian Scenery (Ray Pilgrim), and these 


The Queen, 1897 
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talks were followed by an ‘Open Forum’. 

The day was a great success and 
plans are already underway for a repeat 
performance next year. 

An 0 gauge ‘Open Day' has been sched- 
Uled for 29 October 1983; talks and 
displays are programmed to show the his- 
tory of O gauge modelling and models 
that have been available over the years. 

A modelling competition on 8 August 
produced a reasonable number of entries, 
with Dave Bennett's modelling resulting 
in wins in two categories. The pro- 
gressive point score now shows Dave Ben- 
net with 16, Keith Cuttler with 12, Brian 
Tyson 6, Tony McLaughlin 5, Sharron Phil- 
lips 4, Miceal Phillips 2 and Allan Phil- 
lips 1. 

Many people have asked why I don't 
attend the Clubrooms as often as I did 
in the past, and the answer is that I 
have become involved with a Steam Train 
Society and help to run steam trains 
to all parts of the State. I will still 
Temain a part of the AMRA, but will not 
be able to attend many Saturday meetings. 

Happy modelling. 

Bob Gioia 
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PROGRAM 


would 
have not 


slides. We 
Slides that 
shown previously. 


prefer 
Times of meetings are as follows: been 


Mondays and Wednesdays - 8 pm 


Saturdays - 2 pm 17 Mon General Club Activities 
The rooms will be open at least 22 Sat General Club Activities 
15 minutes prior to the starting time. 26 Wed Timetable Operation on _ the 
All meetings will be held at the "Haltwhistle on Tyne’ Railway 
Clubrooms upon Meltham Station unless Timetable Operation - we are 


getting better at it - we may 
even get the trains to run to 
time soon, so join in and enjoy 


otherwise stated. 
Visitors are most welcome to visit 


the Clubrooms. For further information, 


a ee — 


Flash yours!! Your slides 
that is (what else?). Bring 
along a dozen or so of your 
model railway or railway 


contact the Secretary, Mr John Martin, a different facet of model 
PO Box 60, Marylands, WA, 6051. railways. 
31 Mon General Club Activities 
OCTOBER 
NOVEMBER 
3 Mon Ways to Wire Your Layout oo 
Wiring : the bugbear of model- ¢ Mon To be advised 
lers, old and new. A nur oer 12 Sat General Club Activities 
of different wiring systems 16 Wed To be advised 
will be described so you can 21 Mon General Club Activities 
adapt the one which suits 26 Sat General Club Activities 
you best for your layout. 30 wed General Club Activities 
8 Sat General Club Activities DECEMBER 
General Club Activities - do ae 
your own thing! Check through 9 Mon Auction 
the Sales Cupboard, thumb End of Year Auction - so bring 
through the Library's latest along your unwanted model 
acquisitions, run your own Tailway gear and/or cash. 
gear on the OO and/or the N The Branch will take 10% com- 
gauge layouts, chat to other mission on all sales. If you 
members, work on Club projects. have anything “to sell, please 
You name it, you can do it try to get it to the rooms as 
(within limits)! early as possible on this 
| 12 Wed Slide Night night. The rooms will be 


open at 7.30 pm for this pur- 
pose. Auction forms are 
available at the rooms - please 
Fill these in BEFORE the night. 


from the Branch Librarian, photo copies 
of individual sheets from the catalogues. 
Members will not be allowed to build 
a full set of the maintenance sheets 
they will be invited to send 
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10 Sat General Club Activities 
14 Wed Film Night 
17. Sat Christmas BBQ - further details 

in 'Branchline' 
19 Mon General Club Activities this way3 
28 Wed General Club Activities 


The program for November and December 
is only tentative. For further details, 
check the latest 'Branchline'. 
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MODEL RAIL CONVENTION 83 


Initial planning has started for 
the above. what is it???? 

The basic concept is to show model- 
lers some of the specialist kits and 
equipment available, and various modelling 
techniques not normally seen in public 
displays. The major part will be the 
opportunity to watch, talk and ask ques- 
tions, there being no necessity to com- 
plete a model or technique, or even run a 
train. 

The convention will be open to all 
modellers who are interested in having 
a look at ‘what comes after ready to 
run', or ‘how the other bloke makes his 
models’. 

Some of the 'specialist' 
will be represented as well. 
Date - Saturday 29 October 
Venue - The Alma Venville Centre 

Eighth Avenue 
MAYLANDS 


societies 
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MODEL MAINTENANCE COMPANY 
CATALOGUES 


Recently a member brought Volume One 
to a ‘bring and show' night. Such was 
the response from those present that 
your Committee has ordered both Volumes 
1 and 2 from ™ Co. 

MM Co is a subsidiary of Holt Model 
Railways, and is run by the same people. 
Peter Bramley has very generously given 
US a certain and qualified permission 
with regard to these catalogues. 

In simple terms, this permission 
allows members living outside the Perth 
metropolitan area to request, and receive 


to ™ Co for a full set and pay for them. 

The Branch Librarian will be respons- 
ible for policing this, and all requests 
for copies must be addressed to him at 
the Branch's postal address. 

By the time this is published, the 
catalogues should have been received 
and we will review them as soon as poss- 
ible after that. 

Ted 
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ROCKY BAY VILLAGE FOR HANDICAPPED 
CHILDREN REPORT 


Up to six of us have been visiting 
the Rocky Bay Model Club on Wednesday 
evenings at 7.30 pm for several months. 
We have revived the N gauge layout and 
a simple OO0/HO layout. 
and a 


Winter rains 
drafty Clubroom have kept down 
attendance from the Rocky Bay members, 
but there is no lack of enthusiasm among 
the few who attend each week. We ran 
a very successful film evening in June, 
and plan to run another during July. 

Our main project is to supervise 
the construction of a new OO/HO layout. 
To get this project going we desperately 
need all the expert manpower resources 
that AMRA can give over the course of 
the coming months. If you can help 
US On a regular or irregular basis, please 
contact John Watts on 337 7296 or John 
White on 458 3183. 
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BITS AND PIECES 


To encourage members to write art- 
icles for Journal, the Committee has 
decided to subsidise any photographic 
costs a member might incur in the prepar- 
ation of the article. If you are plann- 
ing to write an article, and you would 
like some help with the photographs, 
Please contact Graham Watson for further 
information. 


LOCO HAULING CONTEST 4/7/83 : 
RESULTS 


There were 19 entries, ranging from 
small British and European outline shunt- 
ers to enormous American locomotives. 
One loco failed due to continually throw- 
ing a traction tyre, and was withdrawn. 

The results are as follows: 

WITH TRACTION TYRES 


First S Mead's Class 87 with a drawbar 
pull of 3.8 oz and an efficiency 
of 0.3276 

Second N Blincoe's D1XXX - drawbar pull 


of 4.6 oz - efficiency of 0.3217 
WITHOUT TRACTION TYRES 


K Congdon's PA1 (a + b units) - 
drawbar pull 9.8 oz - efficiency 
of 0.2849 

This loco also had the highest drawbar 
9ull of all the entries. 

Second 7 Gray's C855 - drawbar 
4.5 oz - efficiency 0.2568 


First 


pull 


WOODEN SPOON 


B Ogstow's Playcraft Class 29 which refus- 
ed to pull anything, even with the motor 
running at full revs. 
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HAVE YOU SEEN? 
— 


by Ted Thoday 


Your correspondents have received 
some feedback regarding the format of 
these reviews. Some members say they 


prefer the original form which was short 
and to the point. thers say they prefer 
the present form which is a bit more 
verbose. From your  correspondents' 
point of view, the only difference between 
the two is the amountitof typing involved. 

Why not write to the Managing Editor 
and/or the Western Australian Branch 
Reporter and let them know. 


(NOTE: Amount of space used in Journal 
is also a consideration. Comment has 
already been received that verbosity 
is excessive. 

Managing Editor ) 
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Just in case you have not seen both 
formats, here's an example or two. 


Scale Trains for April. Focus 
on Class 50 diesels, followed by convert- 
ing the Lima model. Coverage of the 
British and German Toy Fairs. Plans 
and construction details for Lynton and 
Barnstable bogie brake in On 16.5. 
Detailing models of UP Class F9-Am and 
SW7. The Alex Jackson coupling system. 
GWR brake vans. 


HHH HHH 


Scale Trains for May. 
from the Toy Fairs, 


More reports 
this time covering 


the major European manufacturers and 
their intentions for 1983. Another 
Focus Article, this time the 'Peaks' 


(Classed 44, 45 and 46). Lots of photo- 
graphs showing them at various stages 
in their long lives. This is followed 
by an article showing how to detail the 
Mainline model of the Class 45, 
the conversion to EM gauge. A kit review 
of the Webster 7 mm gauge kit of the 
GWR 'Toad' diagram AA2. 'Q' Kits sound 
controller is reviewed in another article. 
This controller gives a number of very 
authentic steam and diesel sounds, plus 
being an extremely good controller. fhe 
American modeller is not forgotten. 
Chris Ellis continues the series detailing 
the American models. This month the 
Burlington Northern Backmann EMD GP 30 
and Atlas SD24. Malcolm Carlsson's 
article on building a GET 417 class 0-6-0 
should be read by anyone contemplating 
scratchbuilding for the first time. The 
‘Layout in a Paste Table’ 
tinues, this time simple 
should I say Scenics made simple. 


and 


series con- 
scenics, ofr 


sails || 
i 

Model Trains for April. If your 
interests are with narrow gauge, tread 
the Editorial regarding 16 mm scale draw- 
ings. Another article on gathering 
prototype information will help quide 
you in your research. Improving the 
Ian Kirk coach kits is covered in an 


article by Chris Kapolka. Another art- 


also - 


en 
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icle shows how to tackle ‘back scenes’. 
Detailing the Hornby 'Hymek' and building 
white metal kits - the Wills U1 are also 
covered, together with more narrow gauge 
drawings.  _—iIf- you're going to the UK 
for your holiday, take this issue with 
you; it lists 55 standard gauge preser- 
vation 'locations', all in some detail. 


HE HHH 


Model Railway Constructor for May. 
Reviews the Mainline class N2 locomotive. 
Scenic techniques covers building and 
scenicing a village forge scene. More 
on researching wagons ‘in the field’. 
Datafile covers the 20 ton Standard Goods 
Brake Van of BR. Cliff Neweall concludes 
his article on building the 1897 Diamond 


Jubilee Royal Train. A Guide to drawings 


’ a a n 7 a | 
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of railway structures - part one - covers 
the Southern and Great Western Railways 
and their constituent companies. The 
article lists all relevant drawings which 
have appeared in the model railway press 
over the past 30 years or so. 


HEE HHH 


Railway Modellers for June. Shows 
how to superdetail the GWR Pannier tanks. 
Converting the Slaters Midland 8 ton 
van kit to CLC vehicles is covered in 
a step by step article. The centre 
spread covers all railway attractions 
in the British Isles, a must if your 
holidaying over there. The Babt 'del- 
tics', the big 'Austerities’ and the 
'"Cities' are covered in other articles. 
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The Royal Arms 
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The pair of royal coaches 
at the top of the picture 
were made for 

Queen Victoria. 

At first they were joined 
by a covered footway. 
Then they were turned 
Into a single coach (left). 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


by Ted Thoday 


Firing Day 
ISBN O 902888 25 0 


Footplate Days 
ISBN 0 902888 51 X 


Nostalgic Days 
ISBN O 86093 O79 3 


by Harold Gasson 
Published by Oxford Publishing Co Ltd 


Price - £2.95 each 


Three more books in the series, 
well worth reading just for the atmosphere 
of being on the footplate. They give 
one a good idea of what a large, busy, 
running shed was like at the height of 
steam. Lots of humour, dammed hard 


work and tragedy as well. 


HEE KH 


Great Western Coaches Appendix —~ Volume 1 
by J H Russell 


Published by Oxford Publishing Co Ltd 
SBN 86093 084 X 


Price - £11.90 


This book follows on from the au- 
thor's previous ‘Pictorial Record of 
GWR Coaches', Volumes 1 and 2, and falls 
into the ‘every GWR modeller should have 
one’ category. This volume covers the 
standard passenger stock with a mass 
of pictures, drawings and information 
on vehicles not covered in the previous 
volumes. Superbly done. This is to 
be followed by Volume 2 which will cover 
specific duty coaches and the brown 
vehicles. The photographs of bogies 
and underframes show detail which your 
reviewer had not seen published before. 
You scratchbuilders have no excuse for 
getting it wrong now!!! 


HH HHH 
All About GWR Iron Minks 
by Messrs Lewis, Lloyd, Metcalf and Miller 
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Published by the Historical Model Railway 
Society 


Price - £1.95 


A ‘text book' on the 
Gives the history of the particular type 
of vehicle from the original design, 
built in 1856, to the last construction 
of the ‘iron' bodied vehicles in 1901, 
some of these still exist in BR Depart- 
mental stock. The book also gives draw- 


sub ject. 


ings and photographs, livery details, 
variants, etc. A fascinating story 
which shows the far sightedness of some 
of the early railwaymen and how good 
their designs and construction were. 


HHH HIE 


Railway Liveries - Great Western Railway 


by Brian Haresnape 


Published by Ian Allan Ltd 
ISBN O 7110 1251 2 


Price - £2.95 


One of a series of books on the 


subject of liveries by this 


This could be basically describ- 


railway 
author. 
ed as a potted history of GWR Liveries 
covering not only the locomotives and 
rolling stock, but buildings and road 
vehicles, and touches on the 
image’ of things such as uniforms and 
badges, etc. A number of the photo- 
graphs have not been 
by your reviewer. 


"corporate 


seen previously 


HHH HEH 
Sectional Maps of the British Railways 


Published by Ian Allan Ltd 
ISBN 7110 1156 7 


Price - €2.95 


Not really a book in the accepted 
sense, but a collection of maps covering 
the whole of the British Isles, bound 
into book form. The maps show the rail- 
way systems of the railway companies 
of Britain as at December 1947. It 
is interesting to compare their coverage 
with that of British Rail now. An his- 
torical interest 'book'. 
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‘BOOK REVIEWS 


by Gordon Duncan 


AUSTRALIA'S GARRATT 


Published by Geelong Steam Preser- 
vation Society, in conjunction with the 
Victorian Division of the ARHS. 

A soft covered book 278 x 215 mm 
(11" x 84") of 72 pages on heavy paper. 
Profusely illustrated by good photographs 
supplemented by well researched text. 

Some good scenic backgrounds are 
included that could be of help to layout 
constructors. For those who like the 
big brutes - excellent! 

My copy from ‘'‘Trainworld', East 
Brighton, Victoria, who have it available 
For $4, ex shop. 


KEM HHH 
IN PRAISE OF TRAINS IN AUSTRALIA 


A 'Rigby' Publication. 

Hard covered book, 315 x 250 mm 
(125" x 10"), with 80 pages and 100 colour 
plates of locos and rolling stock. 
Good scenic views and details - excellent 
For Australian prototype modellers who 
want authentic scenery. 

Unfortunately,-this book is no longer 
in production, but copies may be available 
in Municipal or other libraries. AMRA 
Victorian Branch has one in the Branch 
Library, and the Moorabbin Municipal 
Library in Victoria also has a copy. 


KEK HH 


RAILWAY FREIGHT WAGONS IN NSW - 1982 
co I a a er bart = et 9 


By John Beckhaus - Produced by ARHS - 
NSW Division. 

108 pages on good quality paper. 
Soft cover. Excellent details in photo- 
graphs and text, including 'close ups’ 
of trucks. 

Available in Victoria from 'Train- 
world’ of East Brighton, Victoria, for 
$9.75, ex shop. 
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WATCH FOR THIS — 


The following was submitted by the 
West Australian Branch, and should be 
worth watching: 


The ‘Train! 

Recently Paul Kehoe was approached 
by the Australian Broadcasting Corpor- 
ation's Perth Television Station for 
the use of his award winning ‘Ashton’ — 
layout. The layout is to EM Gauge stand- 
ards, and won the Bill Gardner Cup at 
the 1982 Exhibition. "Ashton' was used 
to film sequences for a program segment 
entitled ‘Trains’, and this took place 
at the ABC's Perth studies on Tuesday 
19 July. 'Trains' will be shown nation- 
ally during October as part of the program 
‘For the Juniors - Series 1'. 

Transmission dates, as currently 
programmed, are as follows: 

3 and 5 October 
3 and 5 October 


5 October 


Tasmania 

Victoria 

New South Wales 

Queensland and 
Northern Territory 

West Australia 


11 and 14 October 


24 and 27 October 

31 October and 

3 November 
Locomotives and rolling stock were 

supplied by Paul Kehoe and Ted Thoday, 

both of whom are members of the EM Gauge 

Society and the AMRA. 


South Australia 
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MODELLING IN Sn3'2 


a ER Ce 


Sn3_3 IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


SUITABLE HO/OO PRODUCTS 


by Graham Watson 


In my article ‘Why Sn34' published 
in the July/September 1981 Journal, I 
suggested that one advantage Sn34 had 
over HOn34 was the amount of HO/O0 prod- 
ucts suitable for Sn34, either directly 
or with minor modifications, that HOn34 
modelling could not boast. | 


In.,this report I will mentasAza 


number of such HO/OO0 products that fhe 
members of the ‘York' group have used 
in their modelling of the WAGR in Sn34. 
This list is not exhaustive, and further 
suitable HO/O00 products will be mentioned 
in later editions of this column. 


1 Coupler 

The WAGR uses the centre mounted 
chopper style coupling on its narrow 
gauge system. Although such couplers 


are available from New Zealand, the York 
group have opted for the more practical, 
and no less expensive Kadee coupler. 
These we have mounted according to Kadee's 
instructions and at the specified height 
above the rail. The couplers fit neatly 
on the underframes of the rolling stock. 
Using mainly Kadee's No 5, the stock 
is coupled closer together than the proto- 
type, but this causes no problems at 
all. If more exact coupler spacing 
is required, may be some of the longer 
shank Kadee's could be used, such as No 
6s or No 8s. If the new AHM coupler, 
announced a year ago, ever appears on 
the market, its use will be closely in- 
vestigated as it appears to have all 
the advantages of the Kadee's, but at 


a greatly reduced cost. 


2 Bogies 
a Archbar 

The WAGR used a number of different 
styles of archbar bogies, but they can 
be divided into two main groups: 


i 4'6" axle spacing, and 


= 
i. 
= 
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ii 5'6" axle spacing. 
i 4'5" 

'Ratio' 00 scale Diamond Frame bogies 
are a suitable representation of this 
style of archbar bogie. The axle spacing 
in S scale is almost exactly 4'6", and 
it is a fairly easy task to add brass 
bearings and replace the Ratio plastic 
wheels with metal wheels. The addition 
of the brass axle bearings does require 
the drilling out of the axle boxes to 
accept the bearings, and care must be 
exercised to make sure the hole is not 
drilled too deep. These bogies 
a bit fiddly, but not difficult to 
together. They come with their own 
bolsters which have=to° be lowered for 
open and flat wagons--if. their wagons 
are not to sit too high. 


are 
put 


Using a razor 


saw, I cut the off the top of the bolster. 
Also to «lic: for compensation, I also 
filed the bottom of one bolster to a 
VY shape (see diagram). The lowering 


of the bolster is not necessary for vans 
as it is easier to raise the level of 
the floor. 


yup ott 


to Lower 
Floor. 
. File of fF for 


Compensat ion. 


These bogies are suitable for a 
large number of wagons, such as V, Va, 
R, QBB, Q, RAM, U, as well as under the 
tenders of the P, Pr, Pm, class locos. 
These ratio bogies come with 
instructions, in packets containing one 
pair of bogies (in parts), bolsters, 
couplers and plastic wheels. The last 
packet I purchased from the local hobby 
shop cost $1.85. 
ii 5'6" Archbar Bogies 

To the best of my knowledge, there 
are no HO/O0 bogies suitable to represent 
this type of archbar bogie; however, 
if one doesn't feel inclined to scratch- 
build them, S scale standard gauge arch- 
bars could be use by narrowing the bogie 
bolster to the correct width. Such 
bogies are available in the USA, manu- 
factured by 'Ace' and the price obtained 
from ‘Scenery Unlimited’ earlier this 
year was $US1.95 per pair. 


assembly 
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b Coach/Guards Van Bogies 


The oldér passenger coaches, 
as AC and ACL and all bogie guards vans, 
have 5'6" axle spacing bogies, which 
may or may not have an identifying name. 
A suitable representation of this style 
of bogie are the 'Roundhouse' old time 
pullman passenger trucks. These bogies 
are very similar in design and their 
axles are spaced at 5' - an acceptable 
discrepancy. The smaller Roundhouse 
wheelsets are easily replaced by 12 mm 
wheels, which, because of the delrin 
material from which the bogies are con- 
structed, spin very freely without the 
need for brass bearings. 

Cc Six-wheel Coach Bogies 

Many of the WAGR's sleeping coaches 
had six-wheel bogies, having the axles 
spaced 4' apart. This style of bogie 
Can be represented by the bogies Lima 
Mave provided for their HO NSUR TAM and 
MCE coaches, the bogies have the correct 
design with a total wheel base of g'g" 
as compared with 8' for the WAGR bogie. 
The Lima wheelsets may need replacing, 


such 


especially if code 70 track and NMRA 
Standard points are being utilised. 
Unfortunately, the commonly used 12 mm 
wheelsets are not Suitable, as their 


axles are too long (or more correctly, 
Lima's are too short) so a lathe may 
be necessary to shorten such axles. I 
do not know if these bogies can be pur- 
chased without a TAM or MBE body attached 
to them. If any mgmber can supply this 
information, please let all Sn3sers know 
via this column or through Pop Valve. 
d Bettendorf Bogies 

The comments made about the 5's" 
archbar bogies also apply for the Betten- 
dorf bogies. "Scenery Unlimited' adver- 
tises ‘American Models’ Bettendorf trucks 
at $US3.95 per pair. 


No doubt there are more HO/O0 bogies 
suitable for Sn3$ that I have not mention- 
ed because I am unaware of them; however, 
if and when I come across such bogies 
I will mention such facts in this column, 
especially as I suspect some "Central 
Valley’ bogies would be applicable to 
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Sn34. 
2 Wagon Wheels 

Initially the 'York' group used 
British fine scale wheels, both by 'May- 
gib' and the EM Gauge Society. However, 
the group has standardised upon the 12 mm 
wheelsets produced by 'North Yard' of 
New Zealand. We chose these wheelsets 
for two main reasons. Firstly, they 
are made to NMRA RP25 contours, so they 
pass through our points more efficiently 
and secondly, because they are non-mag- 


netic, they are not affected by Kadee 
uncoupling magnets. WAGR used a 2'74" 
diameter wheel which scales out to 


12.495 mm in § scale, but we were happy 
to accept the commonly available 12 mm 
wheels as a compromise. No doubt North 
Yard wheels could be purchased direct 
from the manufacturer (if any reader 
Knows, please let us know through Jour- 
nal); however, we have purchased ours 
from McBees Hobby Centre. North Yard 
produces quite a range of styles of 12 mm 
wheelsets, as well as a large range of 
driving wheels. May be 'North Yard’ 
could be enticed to run an advertisement 
in Journal for all their products; how- 
ever, for the information of readers, 
here is a list of the most suitable 12 mm 
wheelsets for the modelling of WAGR wagons 


in Sn343 

NY232 12mm _ 8 spoke pinpoint axle 
NY235 12mm 2 hole disc pinpoint axle 
NY288 12mm Split 6 spoke pinpoint 


axle 
(Pinpoint axles are 26 mm long) 


The cost per axle, according to 
McBees' price list, dated June 1982, 
was $0.75. 


The fact that brass bearings have 
been used has been mentioned a number 
of times. A number of firms produce 
these bearings, including North Yard 
and Maygib, but the ones the York group 
have used the most are the ones marketed 
by the EM Gauge Society. 

This series will be continued as 
time and inclination allows. Other 
areas of suitable HO/00 equipment for 
Sn3% to be discussed will include - loco 


S 
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chassis, wagon underframes, wagon W irons 
and detail parts. 
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Sn3>_ IN QUEENSLAND 


by Steve Malone 


Just a short note to 
Graham's report. 

Recently the Sn34ers in Queensland 
was able to buy the Lima four-wheel ‘older 
type’ English bogies separately. After 
years of trials and research looking 
for a suitable, cheap, free running bogie 
for QRs wooden passenger cars, the Lima 


ones proved to be the best for trouble- 


supplement 
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Free operation on the universal trackage 
of the exhibition layouts. Until recent- 
ly, the only way to get the bogies was 
to buy a complete wagon - the new Parcels 
van was the cheapest. However, Clive 
MacTaggart from Austral Modelcraft in 
Brisbane was able to get some in stock 
and the whole lot went in a few days. 
The bogies were only $0.70 each, and 
if you used Lima wheels, you had two 
complete bogies for less than $4. The 
bogies are not easy to get, and most 
hobby shops can't be bothered and say 
"not available'. In the Lima parts 
Catalogue all bogies used by Lima are 
available separately. 
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Builder - Walkers Limited, Maryborough, Queensland 


Farst wunit 
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in Service 


_ 


5th October, 1970 
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EVERYONE KNOWS! 


Fd 


(OR DO THEY?) 


by Gordon Duncan 


These charts are presented in the hope that they may be of use to members 
generally, but particularly to those engaged in scratchbuilding and conver- 


sions. 


Relative to the BA Thread details, if Imperial size drills are not avail- 
able, reference should be made to the chart printed in Journal 152 for the 


equivalent metric size. 


Reference the Table of Grades - the figures shown for O00 gauge can apply 


equally as well to HO. 


4 [008 | — 

1 |o16 | — 0-58 | +3; | 0- 

1} 0:25 —— . 0°87 ae : 

2 | 0°33 paeer a ° e ; e 

24. (0-41 | wy | O 

3 0-50 | x | 0 ; | I 

3% 0°58 z's _ ° 2-04 ° 

4 0-66 | — jf ; 2-32 3 

4} | 9:75 mae 1-50 |. 2-61 3-75 

5 81 ay 7 1-63 2-90 4-16 

54 0:90 ax : | 1-80 3-19 4-58 

6 1:00 | x35 | 1-75 2-00 | 3-50 | 5-00 

64 1:08 | 53, | 1-89 2-16 | 3°79 5-42 | 

7 16 | 3, | 2-04 2-32 4-08 5-84 

7k | 125 | — 12-18 2-50 | 4-37 6-25 

8 | 1:32 | — | 2-32 2-64 4-64 | 6°64 | 

8} | 140 | — | 2-46 | 2:80 | | 4-93 | 706 | + 

9 1:50 | yy | 2-62 3-00 5-25 7:50 ? 

94 158 | yy | 2:77 3-16 5-54 7-92 |} xy 

10 1-63 | Ss | 2:90 | 3-26 | 5-80 | 8-32 | 

10 | 1-75 | yh | 3-04 3-50 | 6-09 8-75 | 2. 

11 180 | — | 3-19 3-60 6-38 9:17 | 23 

113 0 | 1-87 3-33 3-75 6-67 19:58 | 3 
712d ft.) 2-00 3-50 4-00 7-00 10 | ¥ 
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SCALE CONVERSION CHART 


Is represented in: 


4 Full-size 
1 dimen- 
| sion 
in 
inches 


“HO” 
33 mm. scale 


sa sed 


7 mm. scale 410 mm. scale | 


' 7 i 
a4 


o<¢ OO” 


4 inm. scale 


a ia 


ese OOO” 
| 2mm. scale 
| pirat. in. 71002, in, 


ml. mn, 
0- 29 n'y + 


Norte.—1 millimetre equals 0-03937 inch. 
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TIMETABLES!! 


The information below and on the facing page was sent to us from Western Australia 


and is aici for the benefit of anyone who might be interested 


A HOBBY THATS MORE THAN 
JUST COLLECTING 


* GENUINE EPHEMERA - MoT PRODUCED FoR ColiEcTok MARKET 
° HOURS CF FASCIVATING READING 
LOCHL “VSTOR Y SAD 2EVELOP VENT 


° INSIGHTS (No 
FRAVEL FLAVNINE 


° HOS UNDERSTANDING OF 

. COMPACT” FOR STORAGE OF Collt€&CFI0w/ 

- VARIE TY — KPI Way BUEL PIRLINE, STERMLWIP FERR ¥ “OTFER 

° GALLEN SE or SEAR CANINE FoR OD CR BAR-Au/f VY MBTELI AL 

* CURRENT KLLUUES AVAILABLE FREE OR AT VERY LOW Cof7 

° Now COMMERCIAL SUID MW SPECULATIVE 

° BUY SELL FRADE WITH OTHER CoLtecrorS 

© GENUINE /V/TEREST (BBY, UNIQUE AWD DIFFERENT 

NO ARTIFICIALLY sAFLATED PRICES | AS (7 SOWE AALS APPEAL 
OR FAD BYBB/IES 

° FoR YouNC AWD OLD = YTEX/ AND WorTEN 

COMTACT LTH OF77CR CconK ECVOLS (# MSTRA C/A OVO WIR P-WIDE 
TYkOUGH THE WATOMAL MiOCNTION OL JHLEFARBLE 
CovtEcrvkS BAIED YW 70 LSA, 27 Kop BEHR4 WIRD WIDE 


AYO thf AUSTRALE. 
oe hSEucariow/f — THE LvRIT EIT " - Arete Y MEWS LETTER —_—> a < 


te ¥ 
~ IME THAETNBLE CALCECFOR - QUARTERLY HASH D/ME 
- ry 
- AQITER = pyr é/ir OF Perea + POPRESSES 
~ LOA PEM OIW/A ~ SMTER ST OF FORETREES WO CEU TAR FUE 


° £OGK A1£é TEL CES TOSEFVELS - Cong BE LA) PERTH Ar ELSE MI ALLE 
(E WE WOO EXOKEN ATLATZEL) NOLL. 
OL SEPIBELIM/P (NEOR SYA TIOW COUVTACT Yo RADZ/IVANUAS 
E6 WIATBLE DOW SF. BEEKEM ep -7 we Gro7 


FE. (03) ysp- 326 
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THE FIRST EDITION 


The Newsletter of the National Association of Timetable Collectors 


JAN 1983 


Vol.6 No. 4 


Employee Timetable Compendium 


The following news item appeared in 
the October 1982 issue of "the SOO" 
published by the SOO LINE HISTORICAL 
and TECHNICAL SOCIETY. 


Enclosed is the May issue of The First Edition, one of the 
publications of the National Association of Timetable Col- 
lectors. Of special interest to the membership of the Soo 
Line Historical & Technical Society is the last page, on 
which an Employee Timetable Compendium is discussed. 

“Each of you has information about a certain railroad 
that others do not have. It will take only a few minutes to 
share this information by jotting down the railroad involved, 
the division or district that a timetable pertains to, its 
number and effective date, and any other information that 
might be pertinent’ Send Soo Line-related material to: 
Charles R. Wickman, 4620 Gaywood Drive, Minnetonka, 
MN 55343. 

Although this campaign — meant to be long term —is 
aimed at NAOCT members, it is almost certain that people 
belonging to the SLHTS will have something worthwhile to 
add. Also, for those in the Society whose special interests 
may be in the timetable area, here is a new source of data. 

Dale Wilson 


(Ed. note. Both Mr. Wickmanand The First Edition Editor 
Gordon DeHaas are members of SLHTS and have loaned 
timetables from their extensive collections for use in the 
SOO. Contributing data to this project is one way our 
members can repay these gentlemen for their generosity) 


The Compendium is a project that is 
not only of value to the timetable col- 
lecting hobby, but also to all interest- 
ed in railroad history. "the SOO" often 
publishes excerpts of timetables in 
connection with articles about specific 
trains or service on various lines. It 
is time for us to take the Compendium 
seriously and together we can put much 
valuable information on the record for 
future generations. 

Dan Conway of 238 Penwood Court, 
Chesterfield, MO 63017 is in charge of 
the Compendium project. Some have al- 
ready volunteered to look after certain 
lines. In the next few months, we will 
report on those who have volunteered for 
specific railroads. If you have informa- 
tion about dates on certain lines, please 
report to the volunteer. If there is a 
line that is not covered, write directly 
to Dan. In the next few months, we will 
give the list of the voiunteers for each 
line. In due time the information will 
be reported in the "TIMETABLE COLLECTOR". 

The first part of the list is 


Dan Sarno 
68 Morwood 
Creve Coeur, MO 63141 
SLSF; CEI: SOO LINE; 
ILLINOIS CENTRAL: TRRA 
Bob Johnston 
703 W Stewart Ave 
Puyallup, WA 98371 
NP and related lines; 
Columbia & Puget Sound; 
Camas Prairie; Pacific Coast 
Jim Mattson 
2044 Boyer Ave. East 
Seattle, WA 98112 
Great Northern 
Frank Weseley 
805 Birch Lane Rte.3 
Tomah, WI 54660 
Milwaukee Road: 
Green Bay & Western; 
Wisconsin & Narthern Railroad 
Jeff Asay 
5 Offenbach Place 
Lake Oswego, OR 97034 
Southern Pacific: Western Pacific; 
UP west of Salt Lake City; 
Sumpter Valley Railroad 
Les Carmichael 
6919 Vera Cruz.ct 
Citrus Heights, CA 95610 
CRIP; ATSF; Southern Pacific; 
Missouri Pacific (including TP,etc 
Southern Railway 
Seth Bramson 
330 N.E. 96th St. 
Miami Shores, FL 33138 
FEC; All Florida shortlines and 
predecessor railroads of ACL/SAL/ 
ON/SLSF 
Bob McVay 
414 N Mildred Ave. 
King City, CA 93930 
Pacific Electric 
Michael Hunter 
P..O.Box. Lill 
Bennington, VT 05201 
Delaware & Hudson: 
Rutland 


Vermont: 


(to be continued) 
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“WRITING FOR JOURNAL” 


The most reiterated requests. in 
the small number of ‘'Questionnaires' 
returned up to date are for more construc- 
tional articles, hints, tips, layout 
descriptions, conversions, etc, but they 
are never going to appear if people don't 
write them! 

Therefore, no apologies are made 
for reprinting the following, which orig- 
inally appeared in Journal No 138, in 
the hope that it may allay some of the 
doubts of would-be contributors as to 
their capabilities. 

It will, of course, be of little 
use to those who “haven't got time!" - 
time must be found if anything is to 
be done! 
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WRITING FOR JOURNAL 


Reprinted from AMRA Journal No 138 
by Jack Makin 


There is nothing new in saying that 
the greatest difficulty facing the ed- 
itorial and publishing staff of this 
Journal, and the one that is the greatest 
cause of its late arrival in our mail- 
boxes, is the shortage of written material 
to publish. To a great extent this diff- 
iculty has faced the successive editors 
From the very beginning, but back in 
the old days of the duplicated Journal 
there was a small team of us who kept 
things going, and in doing so, virtually 
wrote ourselves out. Since then, a whole 
new generation has grown up with, one 
hopes, new ideas; there is an enormously 
increased Giversity of modelling com- 
ponents available; all that is needed is 
someone to express the ideas or write 
about the material. 

There seems to be an idea afloat that 
writing articles requires some sort of 
special education. That is far from the 
truth. Take my own case for example. 
My formal education came to an end when I 
turned 13, after 54 years of interrupted 
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study at no less than four schools in two 


states. Yet, over the years, 

contrived to contribute well over 20 
articles to Journal, all of which were 
received with gratitude, and printed 


with hardly any alteration. In my young 
days secondary education was reserved for 
those whose parents could afford to send 
them to boarding school or college. 


For the rest of us it was out of the 


question. Today, and for many years, 
such education has become available to 
practically everyone, and most of the 
generation born since World War 2 will 
have had the benefit of it. Where then 
is the difficulty? 

You may asks 
about? 
ledge, ideas, or experience which would 
be of interest or value to others in the 
hobby. If all else fails, why not write 
the story of your own layout, right from 
its most modest beginnings, with all your 
triumphs, frustrations, disappointments 
and successes, together with the reasons 
For choosing that particular design. To 
Us human beings, and especially to those 
operating ‘on their own', it is often en-— 
couraging to learn that we are not the 
only ones to suffer failures or make mis- 
takes, while the rest go sublimely on, 
but that others are gullible too. 

Nor should you be ashamed to admit 
that most, if not all of your equipment, 
is of proprietary make. It may turn out 


What shall I write 


I have | 


Well, surely you have some know-\ 


| 


that your layout, as a whole, is a more » 
workable and lifelike copy of the proto- \ 


type than that of the most gifted and ex- 
acting model engineer. So go to it! 


Now for some advice, In your writ- 
ing, confine yourself to simple straight- 
forward standard English. Avoid the use 
of such current catch-words as 'grass- 
roots', 'guidelines', or 'the foreseeable 
future’. Don't use a word unless you are 
Quite sure of its meaning, and do avoid 
the use of the kind of "slanguage', which 
some seem to think is needed to Qive an 
air of informality. In this context, may 
{ point out that certain terms current of 
the railroads of North America, such words 
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as "high-iron', 'highball', "hot shot’, or 
"consist', are not, and never have been 
used on Australian railways, or on the 
British Railways from which they are de- 
rived. If you are a follower of American 
practice, and describe the same, they may 
be permissible, but not otherwise. 
That at least, is my opinion. 

to me to be a _ shameful 


small 


It seems 
thing that a of members 
of our Association should be giving so 
much of their time and effort to the pro- 
duction of Journal, while the rest sit 
back and let them, with no more help or 
comment than the occasional 


number 


complaint. 
They too, remember, pay their dues just as 
you do, and do their work with no hope of 
reward other than the satisfaction of a 
job well done. 
better! 


You can help to make it 
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LAYOUT DISMANTLING! 


by Graham Watson 


Nothing lasts forever - least of 
all a layout - so, if you are about to 
embark on the construction of a layout, 
make allowances in your 
the easy dismantling of it! 

The following are some ideas that 
I will be incorporating when building 
my new layout, having encountered quite 
a few problems recently when dismantling 
my last one. 

1 Space the joists under your base- 
boards far enough apart (15"-18") that 
an electric drill and bit can easily 
fit between them. 

2 Beg, borrow, buy or steal a variable 
speed, reversible electric drill with 
a screwdriver bit. You may wreck a 
few screw heads, but the saving in effort 
is well worth the cost of a few damaged 
screws. 

3 Use the correct '3 in 1' 
the size of 
Oversized 


planning for 


bit for 
screw you intend to use. 


screus can be tightened to 


make a tight joint, but they are almost 
impossible to remove without considerable 
damage to the slot. 
4 Do not glue Caneite to your chip- 
board/plywood track bed as it is very 
difficult and very messy to remove and 
impossible to reuse. If it is desired 
to reuse the track-bed, it will have 
to be sanded to remove the remnants of 
the Caneite. 
a Pre-drill holes in the sleepers 
of your track for the fixing pins and 
don't drive the pins all the way down. 
This will facilitate 
of the pins later. It is an onerous 
task to remove each of the hundreds of 
pins from the sleepers, let alone from 
the track bed. 
6 Do not use contact cement to secure 
the Kadee 'between-the-rails' uncoupling 
magnets. This makes them very difficult 
to remove without damaging the sleepers. 
Yes! I know you have heard all 
this before! So had I! But I didn't 
listen! So, when building my next layout 
I will certainly be putting these ideas 
into practice, 


the easy removal 


as I am fairly certain 
that my next layout will not last forever! 


a 
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MURPHYS CORNER 


ee RS 


right and wrong 
way of doing things. Like the guy who 
committed suicide by lying on a train 
track - he starved to death! The wrong 
way turned out to be the right way, even 
if it did take longer, which brings up 


Murphy's offering for this month. 


There's always a 


'In simple cases where one obvious 
right way is opposed to one obviously 
wrong way, it is often wiser to 
choose the wrong way fright off. 
This is one step ahead of choosing 
the right way, which turns out to 
be a wrong way, which has to become 
a right way.' 
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of $1 per pack, retail. 
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CLASSIFIED ADS! 


WANTED TO EXCHANGE 


Large collection of HO, O00, HOn, TT, 
Dublo locos and rolling stock, both brass 
and plastic, building kits, rails, etc, 
most still in packets, and bits and pieces 
to exchange for 0 gauge items. 

A W Higgins 

14 Hiron Street 

ST LUCIA Qld 4067 

Telephone 07 370 7802 
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NEW RELEASE FROM FYBREN MODELS 
OL 


About the end of August 1983 we 
will be releasing the first of our N 
Qauge VR decal sheets. These will be 
packed cne sheet to the Dack and will 
include the white VR emblems for vans 
and open wagons as per the photo copy 
below. Price will be in the vicinity 
If these sheets 
are accepted, then we will venture into 
a full range for locos, coaches and roll- 
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TRADE NOTES 
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"BRANCHLINE', of Croydon, Victoria, 
advise that they have in stock the Epoxy 


Laminating Resin mentioned in 'DID You 
KNOW’ on page 159 of Journal 155. 
KEE HHH 
'TRAINWORLD', of East Brighton, 


Victoria, advise that they have a good 
range of 'CAMCO' detailing parts and 
‘North Yard' (NZ) wheelsets. 


HE HEH 


ing stock, also covering other 
as well as Victoria. 

For the benefit of the enthusiast, 
you will find them more accurate for 
scale than the ones we include with out 
Kits, but we had to learn the hard way § 
there is only one way and that is get 
them done to correct scale. 

Hope you like them; 
pleased with the first off's, 


States 


we are very 
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Below: A typical British train with first, 


second and third class carriages, in about 


1835. The man sitting on top of the first 
class carriage is the guard. 
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NOTICE 


APO een, meee EE alee ARES 


This publication accepts no respons- 
ibility for the accuracy or reliability 
of articles or advertising published 
statements made or opinions ex- 
pressed in papers or discussions, nor do 
we necessarily subscribe to the views ex- 
pressed or implied by contributors. 

Neither is any Quarantee implied or 
expressed as to the good conduct or prac- 
tice of advertisers herein. This pub- 
lication reserves, at all times, the right 
to refuse acceptance of any matter con- 
Sidered unsuitable for publication. 
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ON THE COVER 


Silverton Tramway 4-8-2 


Taken at Puffing Billy Preservation Museum 


Menzies Creek, Victoria. 


Photo by Rex Little 
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